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  For over 150 years, SFX Church has stood on the 
corner of South and Main Streets, its 100-foot stee-
ple and cross serving as a welcome inspiration for all 
who pass by or enter or leave its portals. For 150 
years, that steeple has witnessed thousands of bap-
tisms, weddings and funerals, numerous first com-
munions, confirmations, visitations and counseling 
sessions. It has welcomed twelve resident pastors 
and as many assistant pastors, and has seen the his-
tory of Marcellus pass by – a procession of farmers, 
mill workers, veterans, school children, parade cele-
brants, firemen, and politicians. It has seen our par-
ish grow from a membership of about 20 to over 
2000 people at present. 
   It has observed the acquisition of other property 
necessary for the functioning of a religious commu-
nity including a parish cemetery, the building of a 
rectory next to the church, of a parish hall, of a 
three car garage, a church parking lot, and a reli-
gious instructional center – all attesting to the re-
markable foresight and oversight of dedicated clergy 
and lay trustees through the years. Today that fore-
sight continues to be exhibited as renovation, up-
keep and modernization including handicapped ac-
cessibility have found expression in a number of 
worthwhile and most beneficial projects conducted 
by church leaders. 
   In its 150 years, it has weathered many storms, 
along with necessary maintenance and moderniza-
tion throughout that long history. Recently, the 
steeple itself needed some major renovation and 
while the congregation has been remarkably gener-
ous over the years in maintaining church property, it 
now became necessary for this generation of parish-
ioners to shoulder the burden of a major capital 

St. Francis Xavier Church Steeple 

   On the site of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 
in Marcellus, there once stood a tavern, one of 
the most popular between Syracuse and Auburn. 
Built by Deacon Samuel Rice in the early 1800s, 
it was the third frame building to be erected in 
Marcellus and on its second floor, a young Cath-
olic congregation in Marcellus, mostly immi-
grants from Ireland, began to hold services, be-
ginning in 1854. For a dozen years or more, from 
1854 to 1867, while a mission of St. Joseph’s 
Church in Camillus, services for the growing 
Catholic community in Marcellus were conduct-
ed in the tavern. 
 In 1867, St. Mary’s of the Lake in 
Skaneateles became an independent parish, 
with St. Francis Xavier Parish in Marcellus as a 
mission. That same year, a fund was started by 
Rev. Francis J. Purcell, the Skaneateles Pastor, 
for the erection of a proper church in Marcellus 
and with the loyal support of the congregation, 
the old tavern was torn down and on its site, the 
present Church of St. Francis Xavier, a large and 
substantial brick building, was completed in 
1868. 

 

Continued page 3 
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EVENTS SCHEDULE 
The tentative schedule of events is as follows: 

Meetings   
                                                    

No Meetings in 2020 
 

 
Meetings are open to anyone and are held at the 

Marcellus Free Library unless indicated otherwise. 
A short business meeting will precede each program. 

 
Historical Society Officers for 2020 

  President:  Doug Nightingale ……...315-673-2539 
  E-mail: djn0409@windstream.net 
  Vice President:  Chuck Paul ……….315-673-4432 
                 E-mail: cpaul@wcny.rr.com 
  Treasurer:  Patricia Sanborn ……….315-488-3610 
  E-mail: pasanborn@twcny.rr.com 
   Secretary:  Karen Pollard…….…….315-673-1309 
                 E-mail: karenpollard13@yahoo.com 

Trustees and Term End 
   
 2022  Charlie Sanborn……………..315-488-3610 
 2022  Harvey Eysman……………..315-673-3933 
           E-mail: heysman@windstream.net 
 2020  Carol Armstrong…………….315-673-3443 
            E-mail: carolart23@aol.com 
 2020  Jean Nightingale…………….315-673-2539 
          E-mail: djn0409@windstream.net 
    2021  John Curtin………………….315-673-3660 
         E-mail: jcurtin2@windstream.net 
    2021   
 Correspondence Secretary:  
 Jean Nightingale…………….315-673-2539 

 
The Marcellus Historical Society, 

P.O. Box 165, 18 North St., Marcellus, NY 13108, 
publishes this newsletter and mails it quarterly to its 

members and advertisers. 
 

Email address: histsoc@windstream.net 
 

Telephone: 315-673-4839 
 

Please direct comments or questions about the newsletter 
to Doug Nightingale at the above address or email: 

djn0409@windstream.net  

Meeting Times 
     Regular meetings of the Marcellus Historical 
Society will be at 2 pm on the 2nd Sunday of the 
months of April, May, September, October and 
November except when Easter or Mother’s Day 
occurs on the 2nd Sunday - in which case, the meeting 
will be on the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Steadman House Hours (Weather Permitting): 
Sundays 1 to 3 pm (except meeting Sundays) 

Thursdays 1 to 4 pm  
Or By Appointment: 

Doug Nightingale-673-2539 
John Curtin - 673-3660        

Remember: this is a non-profit organization  
supported by dues and donations!  

     Yearly dues cover the calendar year and if your dues 
are not paid by the end of March, we must drop you from 
the membership list.  

$10. a year is a small price to pay 
 to help preserve our history!                     

Newsletters are sent via e-mail rather than regular mail to 
members who have given us their e-mail address.  If you 
have not yet advised us of your e-mail address, please do 
so at: histsoc@windstream.net.  We do not publish or sell 
member information. ~ 

In Remembrance 
Margaret ‘Peg’ Flitcroft June 4, 2020 

 
 

Current Membership: 259 
 
New:  
Business Members: 21 

From The President 
    
  It has been a trying time. The Steadman House will 
stay closed until further notice. Even thou we are 
closed we continue to help people with research. 
They either email or leave a message on the phone. 
People still call about donating artifacts to our col-
lection.  
   The next news letter will be out after election day. 
I ask that we all vote either in person or by mail in 
ballots. 
 
   Stay safe and healthy. 
 

 
Doug Nightingale 
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Steadman House Contributions   
We are grateful to the following people for their 
donations of time, labor and materials at the 
Steadman House: Pat & Charlie Sanborn, Jean & 
Doug Nightingale, Carol Armstrong, and Chuck 
Paul for keeping the Steadman House open during 
scheduled hours;  and the Village of Marcellus for 
mowing the grass~ 

Wanted: 
     Member(s) of the Historical Society to help produce 
the Quarterly Newsletter.   An interest in researching 
appropriate articles and a knowledge of Microsoft Office 
programs helpful.  The Society files and computer at the 
Steadman House are available for researching and 
compiling the newsletter (Microsoft Publisher software is 
presently used). 
Contact Doug Nightingale  at 315-673-2539 or email  
djn0409@windstream.net ~ 

AVAILABLE AT THE STEADMAN HOUSE 
     Have you visited the Steadman House recently?  
Our indexed collection (at last count) consists of: 
3,475 Artifacts  
887 Clothing articles 
814Books 
13 Clocks 
7,010 Photographs 
68 Scrapbooks with 55,427 referenced items 
Family files and genealogies 
Gift shop with Afghans, Books, Prints, Cards, etc. ~ 

   
 Ask a friend to join our Society to help preserve 
the Steadman House and Marcellus History. 

Attention !!! 
 

$10/ Person per year—$15/Couple per year 
$15/Family per year (includes children under 18) 

Sustaining membership = 5 years ( dues x 5 ) 
 

   The Board of Trustees have agreed that dues need 
to rise. At the November meeting, those attending 
voted to raise dues. The changes will go into effect 
as of January 1, 2020. The changes are above. 
 
   For those who have paid for multiple years your 
dues will not be raised until you have to renew at the 
end of the years you have paid. 
 
   We will notify those of you that receive the news-
letter by email when your dues are due by email. 
 
   If you have any questions our phone numbers and 
emails are located on page 2 of the newsletter. 
 

Doug Nightingale 
 

President 

Covid-19 
 

   The executives and the board have de 
 
cided to keep the Steadman House  
 
closed until further notice. All our vol- 
 
unteers are in the high risk age group. 
 
 
   Hopefully by April of 2021 the doc- 
 
tors and scientist will have a better 
 
handle on covid-19. The newsletter 
 
will be out before next April’s meeting. 
 
 

Doug Nightingale 
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campaign – one that will light the future for 
those who will follow.  
   As part of an evaluation of the entire SFX cam-
pus, the steeple was inspected and found it to 
be in tough shape. Engineers assessed the stee-
ple and determined that structurally, the mason-
ry (brick) work was in good condition, as was the 
heavy timber framing of the upper section of the 
tower. However, the wooden exterior of top 
section of the steeple was deteriorating rapidly. 
Parts of the tower (primarily trim pieces) have 
been falling on the ground over the past year, 
large sections of the wall panels have rotted 
completely through, and wooden access hatch 
to the upper tower is split in half and has been 
open to the elements for years. 
   It was recommended that repairs be initiated 
as soon as possible – an expensive project par-
ticularly because of the difficult access (lift/
scaffolding) requirements. Following the suc-
cessful implementation of a capital improve-
ment project in the spring of 2020, actual con-
struction began in the late summer with brick 
and mortar pointing and cap work on the upper 
tower as well as repointing of the main struc-
ture’s masonry joints where necessary. 

Steeple 

 

  This was followed by major reconstruction of the 
upper steeple, the availability of several articulating 
boom lifts, rather than scaffolding, enabling the pro-
ject to move ahead at a steady pace, lifting workers 
up to hard-to- reach areas and confined spaces. 
Over the course of the late summer and fall, im-
provements to the steeple included replacement of 
the access hatch and ladder system in the interior, 
replacement of the upper and lower roofs, wall pan-
el and trim replacement with durable composite 
materials, window-screen repair and treatment, 
soffit and fascia replacement, electrical improve-
ments including extending power and installing light 
fixtures to illuminate the cross and belfry areas, as 
well as protecting the cross with gold leaf and re-
placing the lightning protection. 
   With the construction completed (pictures can be 
found on the Church website - https://
sfxmarcellus.com), within the projected time period 
of 90 days, Rev. Daniel C. Muscalino, Pastor of St. 
Francis Xavier Church, mounted one of the boom 
lifts on Saturday, November 7, 2020 and blessed the 
Church and its steeple from high above the Village 
of Marcellus. 
   The Diocese of Syracuse truly stepped up on this 
project and several individuals, including Ed King, 
Mike King, Scott Clements, Rich Aupperle, P.E., a 
structural engineer who has worked on a large num-
ber of churches throughout the Diocese, Barry Ken-
nedy (of Beken Electric) and Jim Boise (of Viau Con-
struction) really helped to make this happen and 
kept it affordable for St. Francis Xavier Parishioners. 
SFX Trustee and Engineer Joe Durand, P.E., must al-
so be recognized for all of the efforts and expertise 
he extended on behalf of his Parish. In the end, this 
project would not have happened without him. 
   The Parish of St. Francis Xavier has been a member 
of the Marcellus community for the last 165 years 
and the church on the corner of West Main is a re-
minder not only of its physical presence for all of 
those years, but also a living testimony to the faith 
of both the families that founded it and those gen-

Continued page 4 

https://sfxmarcellus.com
https://sfxmarcellus.com
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Recent Acquisitions 

   Martin and Brenda Collard obituaries and funer-
al cards. Rusty and Dorothy Snell Marcellus Ob-
servers.  

Steeple 

erations that followed. Today’s parishioners are 
the beneficiaries of a magnificent inheritance 
and it will be through their sacrifice and gener-
osity that they are be able to pass on to the next 
generation the belief and traditions which have 
given their lives, both meaning and purpose. 
Like a tree with great roots, St. Francis Xavier’s 
church is well grounded and deep-seated, 
providing strength and stability, as well as a con-
tinuity that links the past with the present and 
the future.  

Pandemic Scrap Book 
 

   I was reading another historic societies 
newsletter and they are asking people to write 
about their lives during the covid-19 pandem-
ic.  
   I thought this was a great idea for our histor-
ical society to do the same. I’m asking not just 
our members but your friends, children and 
grandchildren about how their lives have been 
during the pandemic. 
   You can mail or email your thoughts to us. 
   The scrap book will be looked at one hun-
dred years from now with awe.  
   I just finished reading about the 1918 pan-
demic just as our pandemic was starting. It 
took the author six years of research to write 
the book. The research was mainly about the 
doctors and scientists. The author had very dif-
ficult time researching the general public 
about the pandemic because they never wrote 
anything down. I hope our scrap book will 
solve this problem for researches of the future. 
Hope to here from many people. 
 

Doug Nightingale 

 

By John P. Curtin – November 7, 2020 
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Business Member Directory 
Please Patronize These Businesses 

 
APPLIANCE  REPAIR 
 
JOBS  UNLIMITED 
Appliance repair and more, Mike Johnson, Owner . 

2809 Route 174 , Marietta  13110………………………………………..315-673-2747 
 

AUTOMOTIVE 

 
FARRELL’S AUTO SERVICE, INC. 
#7106043 - Dave Farrell, Owner 
State Inspections, General Auto Repairs, Oil Changes, Brakes 
3021 W. Seneca Tpke., Marcellus, 13108 ................................... 315-673-7333 
 
Warner’s Auto Body 
Bob Warner Owner 
2650 Pleasant Valley Rd 
Marcellus 13108………………………………………………...315-673-3521                                                                                                              

Memories of Marcellus 50 Years Ago 
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Bakery 
 
Eat More Sweets 
A nut free bakery 
Pies, Breads, Tarts, Specialty Cupcakes & Cakes, Made to order. 
14 West Main Street 
Marcellus 13108……………………………………………315-673-7070 
 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
 
BELLOWS CONSTRUCTION SPECIALTIES, LLC 
Email:Karen@BellowsConst.com 
213 West Adams St., Syracuse 13202 (FAX-315-476-6552)….315-476-
4719 
 
VAN DERHOOF ROOFING CO., INC. 
Roofing, Siding, Gutters, Windows, Trim and now SOLAR 
Over 75 years in business “Since 1939”    www.vanderhoofroofing.com 
145 Ainsley Dr., Syracuse 13210………………………..315-475-9541 
 

DENTAL SERVICES 

 
TARYN SMITH JIROUSEK FAMILY DENTISTRY 
www.marcellussmiles.com 
19 South St., Marcellus 13108………………………...315-673-1013 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
 
BURANICH FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
Visit us at our website:  www.buranichfuneralhome.com. 
5431 W. Genesee St., Camillus 13031………………..315-487-2412 
 
PLIS FUNERAL HOME INC. 
James M. Plis Jr. 
Pre-Need, SSI and Medicaid Planning.  www.plisfuneralhome.com 
33 North St., Marcellus 13108………………………...315-673-2017 
 
RYAN FUNERAL HOME 
Mary Ryan Carlton      Helping Families since 1955. 
Serving all faiths ~ Pre-Arrangements ~ Locally owned. 
44 East Main St., Marcellus 13108…………………….315-673-2345 
 

GYM 
 
JA-SPA GYM-A Hidden Gem 
Located in the Old Theater Building 
Www.jaspamarcellus.com 
16 West Main St., Marcellus N.Y. …………………….315-673-7260 
 

HARDWARE 
 
CALLEY’S HARDWARE 
From hand and power tools to paint, rakes and shovels - 
Your hometown hardware store has it.  www.calleyshardware.com 
15 North St., Marcellus 13108………………………….315-673-2121 
 
NIGHTINGALE TRUE VALUE 
www.truevalue.com/nightingale 
4068 South Street Rd., Marcellus 13108………………..315-673-2001  

                                                                                                                                   
Heavy Equipment Sales & Repairs 
 
S & S TRACTOR PARTS, INC. 
Heavy Equipment Sales & Repair (FAX 673-4967) 
New & Used Undercarriage Parts and Crawler Machine Parts. 
2500 Station Lane  Marcellus 13108…………………...315-673-1075 
 

 
INSURANCE & INVESTMENT SERVICES 
 
REAGAN COMPANIES 
Risk Management and Investment Services 
www.ReaganCompanies.com  (FAX  673-1121) 
8 East Main St., PO Box 191, Marcellus 13108…………...315-673-2094 
 

LAWNS, LANDSCAPING, SNOW PLOWING 
 
ANDY’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Lawn Maintenance.  Landscaping.  Snowplowing. 
Serving the Marcellus and Surrounding Areas for 15 years. 
                    andysproperty315@gmail.com 
511 Montrose Ave., Syracuse 13219……………………...315-263-1335 

 
LEGAL SERVICES 
 
REAGAN & DAILEY, ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Bernard L. Reagan & Mary Reagan Dailey  (FAX 673-3438) 
                  marydailey@reagananddailey.com 
18 East Main St., PO Box 196, Marcellus 13108………….315-673-4864 

 
PHARMACY 
 
MAIN STREET PHARMACY OF MARCELLUS INC. 
James D. Cataldi, RPh, Owner/Pharmacist 
Enjoying our 18th year serving Marcellus and surrounding communities.   
Thank you for shopping  local!   Open M-F 8:30am-6:00pm, Sat 8:30am-
12:30pm 
11 East Main St., Marcellus 13108 (FAX315 -673-4668)...315-673-2410 

 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 
 
REBOUND SPORTS & ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICL THERAPY, PC 
 E-mail: go2reboundpt@gmail.com  
Hours: Mon, Wed 7 am -7 pm, Tue, Thu 8 am - 8 pm, Fri 7 am – 6 pm  
37 South St., Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-2008)…..………315-673-1007 
 

Real Estate 
 
Re/Max Masters     Amber Spain-Mosher 
2 Scotch Hill Marcellus, New York 13108…………………315-579-4555 
amberspain@remax.net 
   Helping people buy and sell real estate in Marcellus as well as the rest of 
Onondaga and Cayuga counties. 
 

RESTAURANTS/TAVERNS 
 
THE MARIETTA HOUSE 
We are History!  Same name business and site since 1830.   Weddings -  
Banquets - Friday, Saturday Dining 5 pm.  www.MariettaHouse.com     
2819 Marietta Rd. (Route 174), Marietta 13110…………..315-636-8299 
 

VETERINARY & PET SERVICES 
 
LAKE COUNTRY VETERINARY CLINIC, PLLC 
Small Animal Practice – Serving the community over 30 years. 
Wayne Beilman, DVM; Allison L. Ambrosie, DVM; Mandy Valin, DVM;  
Meghan Thorne, DVM 
www.lakecountryvetclinic.com    lakecountryvetclinic@hotmail.com 
2527 Cherry Valley Tpke. Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-1864)..315-673-4858 

 
Become a Business Member of the Historical Society 
for $25 a year and have your business listed in our 
quarterly newsletter. 
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Join Our Society Today ! 
$10/ Person per year—$15/Couple per year 

$15/Family per year (includes children under 18) 
Sustaining membership = 5 years ( dues x 5 ) 
Number joining? ____  New Members? ____ 

Available Collectibles 
The New Pucker Street, Since 1953 by John Curtin.. $28 
Pucker Street by John Curtin…………………………$26 
The Town He Loved So Well by James Quinn………$20 
Around Marcellus By Leslie Church Kraus ………….$20 
Nine Mile Country by Katherine Heffeman………….$20 
Centennial History of the Town Of Marcellus……….$15 
Olden Day Stories by Lawrence F. Mahoney………..$10 
Otisco Lake Community by Roger Trendowski……..$23 
Otisco Lake Map 1868………………………………$13 
Farewell Old Girl By J. Michael Kelly……………….$15 
Ruth Anne Reagan (Autobiography)…………………$15 
Ruth Anne Reagan Prints of Marcellus………………$20 
Ruth Anne Reagan Prints Framed……………………$28 
Ruth Reed Cummings Prints………………………….$8 
Jan Debevic Prints………………………………$10- $13 
Official Marcellus Afghans: blue....…….……………$45 
Marcellus, When Wool was King, Pictorial………….$  5 
Marcellus Through the Years; Chronology, Photos…$  5 
Index to Nile Mile Country; Names and more……….$ 5 
Package of 10 note-cards picturing Marcellus……….$  5 
Shipping: $5 

Name: 
———————————————————————       
Addr.: 
——————————————————————— 
City: 
——————————————————————— 
Phone: 
——————————————————————— 
Email: 
——————————————————————— 
Qty                    Item Description            Cost Ea.       Total 
——   ————————  ———   — 
——   ————————    ——–  —— 
——   ————————    ——–  ——  
——   ————————    ——-- —— 
——   ————————    ——— — 
——   ————————   ———  — 
Make Checks Payable To:                         Total  $—— 
Marcellus Historical Society                Shipping $——             
PO Box 165                                                 Dues   $—— 
Marcellus N.Y. 13108             Total Enclosed     $——— 

 

Marcellus Historical Society 
P.O. Box 165, 18 North St. 
Marcellus, NY 13108-0165 

*****NEW Website Address:***** 

www.marcellushistoricalsociety.org 

NEXT MEETING : 
 

Hopefully April 2021 
                 

INSIDE: 
*25 Years Ago 

* 

*75 Years Ago 

*50 Years Ago 

 

(Your dues are paid through 
Dec.  31st of the year on the label.) 

~ GIFT SHOP & MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM~ 


