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75 Years Ago 

Bells And Sirens Proclaim End Of 
War As Villagers Dance And            

Shout With Joy! 
 

   V-J Day found Marcellus prepared to celebrate 
in a fitting manner. When the old bell in the Pres-
byterian church and the siren began to proclaim 
the end  of the war, shortly after 7 o’clock, the 
quiet village suddenly came to life. 
   While the siren was still blowing and the bell 
still ringing, local fireman enthusiastically board-
ed the two fire trucks and sailed noisily up and 
down the streets, and out into the country dis-
tricts, sirens whirling and happy men and boys 
yelling. Within a few minutes the streets were 
filled with joyous villagers, slapping each other’s 
backs, shaking hands and hugging another. 
   In another half hour cars began to move east-
ward, toward Syracuse, where a real celebration 
was in progress. Residents of East Hill say that a 
steady line of cars rolled up the hill until late into 
the evening. In the city bedlam had let loose. 
Law and order seemed tossed to the four winds, 
and happy, laughing people paraded up and down 
the main stem until driven home by sheer ex-
haustion. 
   Wednesday morning the crowd gathered at the 
village post office to exchange greetings and to 
congratulate those to whom the  end of the war 
meant most. Several wives of servicemen wept 
tears of joy as their friends rejoiced with them 
over the outcome of the war. It was the most 
neighborly gathering in the history of the village. 
  The community now awaits the returning of the 
men and women from the service. Only when 
that is accomplished will the cup of joy and grati-
tude be completely full. 

———————- 
   We are now to witness the wonderful sight of 
returning soldiers. May war be no more. 
 

Marcellus Observer  Friday Morning August 17,1945 
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EVENTS SCHEDULE 
The tentative schedule of events is as follows: 

Meetings   
                                                    

No Meetings in 2020 
 

 
Meetings are open to anyone and are held at the 

Marcellus Free Library unless indicated otherwise. 
A short business meeting will precede each program. 

 
Historical Society Officers for 2020 

  President:  Doug Nightingale ……...315-673-2539 
  E-mail: djn0409@windstream.net 
  Vice President:  Chuck Paul ……….315-673-4432 
                 E-mail: cpaul@wcny.rr.com 
  Treasurer:  Patricia Sanborn ……….315-488-3610 
  E-mail: pasanborn@twcny.rr.com 
   Secretary:  Karen Pollard…….…….315-673-1309 
                 E-mail: karenpollard13@yahoo.com 

Trustees and Term End 
   
 2022  Charlie Sanborn……………..315-488-3610 
 2022  Harvey Eysman……………..315-673-3933 
           E-mail: heysman@windstream.net 
 2020  Carol Armstrong…………….315-673-3443 
            E-mail: carolart23@aol.com 
 2020  Jean Nightingale…………….315-673-2539 
          E-mail: djn0409@windstream.net 
    2021  John Curtin………………….315-673-3660 
         E-mail: jcurtin2@windstream.net 
    2021   
 Correspondence Secretary:  
 Jean Nightingale…………….315-673-2539 

 
The Marcellus Historical Society, 

P.O. Box 165, 18 North St., Marcellus, NY 13108, 
publishes this newsletter and mails it quarterly to its 

members and advertisers. 
 

Email address: histsoc@windstream.net 
 

Telephone: 315-673-4839 
 

Please direct comments or questions about the newsletter 
to Doug Nightingale at the above address or email: 

djn0409@windstream.net  

Meeting Times 
     Regular meetings of the Marcellus Historical 
Society will be at 2 pm on the 2nd Sunday of the 
months of April, May, September, October and 
November except when Easter or Mother’s Day 
occurs on the 2nd Sunday - in which case, the meeting 
will be on the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Steadman House Hours (Weather Permitting): 
Sundays 1 to 3 pm (except meeting Sundays) 

Thursdays 1 to 4 pm  
Or By Appointment: 

Doug Nightingale-673-2539 
John Curtin - 673-3660        

Remember: this is a non-profit organization  
supported by dues and donations!  

     Yearly dues cover the calendar year and if your dues 
are not paid by the end of March, we must drop you from 
the membership list.  

$10. a year is a small price to pay 
 to help preserve our history!                     

Newsletters are sent via e-mail rather than regular mail to 
members who have given us their e-mail address.  If you 
have not yet advised us of your e-mail address, please do 
so at: histsoc@windstream.net.  We do not publish or sell 
member information. ~ 

In Remembrance 
Margaret ‘Peg’ Flitcroft June 4, 2020 

 
 

Current Membership: 259 
 
New:  
Business Members: 21 

From The President 
    
  It has been a trying time. The Steadman House will 
stay closed until further notice. Even thou we are 
closed we continue to help people with research. 
They either email or leave a message on the phone. 
People still call about donating artifacts to our col-
lection.  
   The next news letter will be out after election day. 
I ask that we all vote either in person or by mail in 
ballots. 
 
   Stay safe and healthy. 
 

 
Doug Nightingale 

    
                           



Marcellus, New York, Founded 1794—Marcellus Historical Society, Founded 1960 

3 Volume 25-3  September  2020 

Steadman House Contributions   
We are grateful to the following people for their 
donations of time, labor and materials at the 
Steadman House: Pat & Charlie Sanborn, Jean & 
Doug Nightingale, Carol Armstrong, and Chuck 
Paul for keeping the Steadman House open during 
scheduled hours;  and the Village of Marcellus for 
mowing the grass~ 

Wanted: 
     Member(s) of the Historical Society to help produce 
the Quarterly Newsletter.   An interest in researching 
appropriate articles and a knowledge of Microsoft Office 
programs helpful.  The Society files and computer at the 
Steadman House are available for researching and 
compiling the newsletter (Microsoft Publisher software is 
presently used). 
Contact Doug Nightingale  at 315-673-2539 or email  
djn0409@windstream.net ~ 

AVAILABLE AT THE STEADMAN HOUSE 
     Have you visited the Steadman House recently?  
Our indexed collection (at last count) consists of: 
3,475 Artifacts  
887 Clothing articles 
814Books 
13 Clocks 
7,010 Photographs 
68 Scrapbooks with 55,427 referenced items 
Family files and genealogies 
Gift shop with Afghans, Books, Prints, Cards, etc. ~ 

   
 Ask a friend to join our Society to help preserve 
the Steadman House and Marcellus History. 

Attention !!! 
 

$10/ Person per year—$15/Couple per year 
$15/Family per year (includes children under 18) 

Sustaining membership = 5 years ( dues x 5 ) 
 

   The Board of Trustees have agreed that dues need 
to rise. At the November meeting, those attending 
voted to raise dues. The changes will go into effect 
as of January 1, 2020. The changes are above. 
 
   For those who have paid for multiple years your 
dues will not be raised until you have to renew at the 
end of the years you have paid. 
 
   We will notify those of you that receive the news-
letter by email when your dues are due by email. 
 
   If you have any questions our phone numbers and 
emails are located on page 2 of the newsletter. 
 

Doug Nightingale 
 

President 

Covid-19 
 

   The executives and the board have de
- 
 
cided to keep the Steadman House  
 
closed until further notice. All our vol- 
 
unteers are in the high risk age group. 
 
Also we have decided that we will can- 
 
cel the remaining meetings for 2020. 
 
The same scenario for the meetings as 
 
with Steadman House, the attendees  
 
are in the high risk age group. 
 
   Hopefully by April of 2021 the doc- 
 
tors and scientist will have a better 
 
handle on covid-19. The newsletter 
 
will be out before next April’s meeting. 
 
 

Doug Nightingale 
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25 Years Ago 

Kathryn C. Heffernan 
 

   Kathryn C. Heffernan, 89, formerly of 20 First 
St., Marcellus died June 13, 1995 at Iroquois 
Nursing Home after a long illness. 
   Miss Heffernan was a native of Fabius. She 
retired in 1970 from Marcellus Central Schools 
after 26 years as a teacher and director of ele-
mentary education. The Marcellus district recog-
nized her services by naming Marcellus Elemen-
tary School, the Kathryn C. Heffernan Elemen-
tary School. She previously taught 11 years at 
Fabius High School and four years in a one-room 
school house.  
   Miss Heffernan was a communicant and organ-
ist of St. Francis Xavier Church, Marcellus. In 
her retirement, she wrote a history of the town of 
Marcellus called “Nine Mile Country.” She was a 
secretary of the Marcellus Community Council, 
trustee of the Marcellus Free Library and perma-
nent secretary of the Chester Driver Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. 
   “She was a wonderful person and a great friend 
and teacher,” said Katherine Arthur, a long time 
friend of Miss Heffernans. 
   “She was not only a great supervisor at the 
school but a great teacher of teachers as well,” 
Robert Wood said. “After I’d been a teacher at 
Marcellus she helped me get a job as a principal 
and supervisor. She always had great advice for 
me.” 
   Miss Heffernan contributed in many ways to 
the local community. 
   “The hours and years of research that went into 
her book “Nine Mile Country” were and still are 
very profitable to the community,” Marcellus vil-
lage and town co-historian Michael Plumpton 
said. “She put a great deal of time into the book.” 
   Mr. Plumpton said he was also in admiration of 
her contributions to the school. 
   “The years that she gave to the community as a 
teacher, counselor and principal ere unmatched. 
A lot of her achievements went unrecognized,” 
Mr. Plumpton commented. 
   “She helped so many people and knew so many 
people,” Mrs. Arthur remembered. “She helped 
people not only in school but in every day life. 
She was just an all around good person.”  
    Mr. Wood agreed. 

   “She was just a absolutely great person. She did a 
great job in the educational field. She was a great 
educator and a very loyal friend. She was Miss Edu-
cation in Marcellus,” Mr. Wood commented. She did 
a great job and was a great lady. I will definitely 
miss her.” 
   Surviving are a brother, James of Fayetteville; 
three nephews and three nieces. 
   Services were June 16,1995 in St. Francis Xavier 
Church, the Rev. Peter Creed officiating. Burial was 
in Immaculate Conception Cemetery, Pompey. There 
were no calling hours. 
   Norris Funeral Home, Marcellus, Had charge of 
arrangements. 

 
Story by Amber A. Spain 

 
 

Press/Observer June 21, 1995 
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Recent Acquisitions 

   Martin and Brenda Collard obituaries and funer-
al cards. Rusty and Dorothy Snell Marcellus Ob-
servers.  

50 Years Ago 

 
Press/Observer  June 1970 

 

Pandemic Scrap Book 
 

   I was reading another historic societies 
newsletter and they are asking people to write 
about their lives during the covid-19 pandem-
ic.  
   I thought this was a great idea for our histor-
ical society to do the same. I’m asking not just 
our members but your friends, children and 
grandchildren about how their lives have been 
during the pandemic. 
   You can mail or email your thoughts to us. 
   The scrap book will be looked at one hun-
dred years from now with awe.  
   I just finished reading about the 1918 pan-
demic just as our pandemic was starting. It 
took the author six years of research to write 
the book. The research was mainly about the 
doctors and scientists. The author had very dif-
ficult time researching the general public 
about the pandemic because they never wrote 
anything down. I hope our scrap book will 
solve this problem for researches of the future. 
Hope to here from many people. 
 

Doug Nightingale 
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Business Member Directory 
Please Patronize These Businesses 

 
APPLIANCE  REPAIR 
 
JOBS  UNLIMITED 
Appliance repair and more, Mike Johnson, Owner . 

2809 Route 174 , Marietta  13110………………………………………..315-673-2747 
 

AUTOMOTIVE 

 
FARRELL’S AUTO SERVICE, INC. 
#7106043 - Dave Farrell, Owner 
State Inspections, General Auto Repairs, Oil Changes, Brakes 
3021 W. Seneca Tpke., Marcellus, 13108 ................................... 315-673-7333 
 
Warner’s Auto Body 
Bob Warner Owner 
2650 Pleasant Valley Rd 
Marcellus 13108………………………………………………...315-673-3521                                                                                                              

Memories of Marcellus 50 Years Ago 

Teaching Was A ‘Happy Experience’ 
 

   “It has been a happy experience with faculty 
and students both” stated Mrs. Florence Bishop, 
a member of the Marcellus Senior High Faculty, 
as she summed up many years of dedicated ser-
vice in public education. 
   A recipient of a B. A. with a major in lan-
guages from Houghton College, Mrs. Bishop 
pursued advanced studies a McGill University in 
Montreal Canada. 
   Her teaching career began in Honeoye, New 
York, where she taught French and Latin. This 
assignment was followed by four years in the 
Sherburne Central School District. She later sub-
stituted for ten years throughout the Marcellus 
Central School District, where she accepted a full 
time teaching position in March, 1957. 
   As sponsor of the Latin Club, Mrs. Bishop 
helped to make Latin fun as well as a foreign lan-
guage. Toward the end of each year one of the 
highlights of this organization has been the Ro-
man Banquet. Latin reminds a popular course in 
Marcellus School District largely through the 
efforts of this energetic teacher. This year Mrs. 
Bishop has served in the dual role of teacher and 
substituting as foreign language department head 
for Miss Mary Hasting who has been on a one 
year leave of absence. 
   Mrs. Bishop has been a Home Service Volun-
teer for the Red Cross for several years and has 
been an active member of the Marcellus Study 
Club for many years. She served in the capacity 
of a charter member of the Driver Memorial 
Board of Directors. Her professional affiliations 
include the New York Teachers Association and 
the Marcellus Faculty Association. 
   Mrs. Bishop resides in the Marcellus communi-
ty with her husband F. A. Bishop. They have one 
daughter, Kathleen, now Mrs. Philip Addabbo of 
Buffalo, New York. 
 
 

Press/Observer Thursday June 25, 1970 

 
    

 

   Mr. Campbell had a picture of the Alvord House in 
Sunday’s Post-Standard January 6th. It did not men-
tion that the Alvord’s operated the Hotel. He said that 
it was built around 1815 and Dr. Bildab Beach was 
the keeper of the inn. 
   Theodore Alvord and Warren Alvord purchased the 
hotel some time between 1855 and 1860. They built 
the third story on for a dance hall and public hall. 
There was an addition built on the East end some 
time after the main was built. Whether the Alvord’s 
did that when they raised the third story, I don’t 
know, but it showed up when Dick Pollard remod-
eled it for Ed Dillon. 
    Warren Alvord operated the hotel after his bother 
moved away. 
   There was a long building 2 stories high that ex-
tended North from the main building, the first floor 
was a large dining room and kitchen. The upper part 
was bedrooms. They had lots of boarders and kept 
traveling men overnight. The Alvord’s served very 
good meals. Alvord kept two cows in the barn for 
milk and 3 or 4 teams of horses to rent out and to use 
at funerals. He had a hearse to carry the dead to the 
cemetery. I did lots of harness work for the Alvord 
House. 
   In 1914 Alvord sold out to Edward Dillon Sr. and 
James Hogan Sr., then later Hogan quit for other 
business and Edward Dillon operated the Alvord 
House until his death. 
 

Frank Griffing    June 1963 
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Bakery 
 
Eat More Sweets 
A nut free bakery 
Pies, Breads, Tarts, Specialty Cupcakes & Cakes, Made to order. 
14 West Main Street 
Marcellus 13108……………………………………………315-673-7070 
 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
 
BELLOWS CONSTRUCTION SPECIALTIES, LLC 
Email:Karen@BellowsConst.com 
213 West Adams St., Syracuse 13202 (FAX-315-476-6552)….315-476-
4719 
 
VAN DERHOOF ROOFING CO., INC. 
Roofing, Siding, Gutters, Windows, Trim and now SOLAR 
Over 75 years in business “Since 1939”    www.vanderhoofroofing.com 
145 Ainsley Dr., Syracuse 13210………………………..315-475-9541 
 

DENTAL SERVICES 

 
TARYN SMITH JIROUSEK FAMILY DENTISTRY 
www.marcellussmiles.com 
19 South St., Marcellus 13108………………………...315-673-1013 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
 
BURANICH FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
Visit us at our website:  www.buranichfuneralhome.com. 
5431 W. Genesee St., Camillus 13031………………..315-487-2412 
 
PLIS FUNERAL HOME INC. 
James M. Plis Jr. 
Pre-Need, SSI and Medicaid Planning.  www.plisfuneralhome.com 
33 North St., Marcellus 13108………………………...315-673-2017 
 
RYAN FUNERAL HOME 
Mary Ryan Carlton      Helping Families since 1955. 
Serving all faiths ~ Pre-Arrangements ~ Locally owned. 
44 East Main St., Marcellus 13108…………………….315-673-2345 
 

GYM 
 
JA-SPA GYM-A Hidden Gem 
Located in the Old Theater Building 
Www.jaspamarcellus.com 
16 West Main St., Marcellus N.Y. …………………….315-673-7260 
 

HARDWARE 
 
CALLEY’S HARDWARE 
From hand and power tools to paint, rakes and shovels - 
Your hometown hardware store has it.  www.calleyshardware.com 
15 North St., Marcellus 13108………………………….315-673-2121 
 
NIGHTINGALE TRUE VALUE 
www.truevalue.com/nightingale 
4068 South Street Rd., Marcellus 13108………………..315-673-2001  

                                                                                                                                   
Heavy Equipment Sales & Repairs 
 
S & S TRACTOR PARTS, INC. 
Heavy Equipment Sales & Repair (FAX 673-4967) 
New & Used Undercarriage Parts and Crawler Machine Parts. 
2500 Station Lane  Marcellus 13108…………………...315-673-1075 
 

 
INSURANCE & INVESTMENT SERVICES 
 
REAGAN COMPANIES 
Risk Management and Investment Services 
www.ReaganCompanies.com  (FAX  673-1121) 
8 East Main St., PO Box 191, Marcellus 13108…………...315-673-2094 
 

LAWNS, LANDSCAPING, SNOW PLOWING 
 
ANDY’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Lawn Maintenance.  Landscaping.  Snowplowing. 
Serving the Marcellus and Surrounding Areas for 15 years. 
                    andysproperty315@gmail.com 
511 Montrose Ave., Syracuse 13219……………………...315-263-1335 

 
LEGAL SERVICES 
 
REAGAN & DAILEY, ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Bernard L. Reagan & Mary Reagan Dailey  (FAX 673-3438) 
                  marydailey@reagananddailey.com 
18 East Main St., PO Box 196, Marcellus 13108………….315-673-4864 

 
PHARMACY 
 
MAIN STREET PHARMACY OF MARCELLUS INC. 
James D. Cataldi, RPh, Owner/Pharmacist 
Enjoying our 18th year serving Marcellus and surrounding communities.   
Thank you for shopping  local!   Open M-F 8:30am-6:00pm, Sat 8:30am-
12:30pm 
11 East Main St., Marcellus 13108 (FAX315 -673-4668)...315-673-2410 

 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 
 
REBOUND SPORTS & ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICL THERAPY, PC 
 E-mail: go2reboundpt@gmail.com  
Hours: Mon, Wed 7 am -7 pm, Tue, Thu 8 am - 8 pm, Fri 7 am – 6 pm  
37 South St., Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-2008)…..………315-673-1007 
 

Real Estate 
 
Re/Max Masters     Amber Spain-Mosher 
2 Scotch Hill Marcellus, New York 13108…………………315-579-4555 
amberspain@remax.net 
   Helping people buy and sell real estate in Marcellus as well as the rest of 
Onondaga and Cayuga counties. 
 

RESTAURANTS/TAVERNS 
 
THE MARIETTA HOUSE 
We are History!  Same name business and site since 1830.   Weddings -  
Banquets - Friday, Saturday Dining 5 pm.  www.MariettaHouse.com     
2819 Marietta Rd. (Route 174), Marietta 13110…………..315-636-8299 
 

VETERINARY & PET SERVICES 
 
LAKE COUNTRY VETERINARY CLINIC, PLLC 
Small Animal Practice – Serving the community over 30 years. 
Wayne Beilman, DVM; Allison L. Ambrosie, DVM; Mandy Valin, DVM;  
Meghan Thorne, DVM 
www.lakecountryvetclinic.com    lakecountryvetclinic@hotmail.com 
2527 Cherry Valley Tpke. Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-1864)..315-673-4858 

 
Become a Business Member of the Historical Society 
for $25 a year and have your business listed in our 
quarterly newsletter. 
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Join Our Society Today ! 
$10/ Person per year—$15/Couple per year 

$15/Family per year (includes children under 18) 
Sustaining membership = 5 years ( dues x 5 ) 
Number joining? ____  New Members? ____ 

Available Collectibles 
The New Pucker Street, Since 1953 by John Curtin.. $28 
Pucker Street by John Curtin…………………………$26 
The Town He Loved So Well by James Quinn………$20 
Around Marcellus By Leslie Church Kraus ………….$20 
Nine Mile Country by Katherine Heffeman………….$20 
Centennial History of the Town Of Marcellus……….$15 
Olden Day Stories by Lawrence F. Mahoney………..$10 
Otisco Lake Community by Roger Trendowski……..$23 
Otisco Lake Map 1868………………………………$13 
Farewell Old Girl By J. Michael Kelly……………….$15 
Ruth Anne Reagan (Autobiography)…………………$15 
Ruth Anne Reagan Prints of Marcellus………………$20 
Ruth Anne Reagan Prints Framed……………………$28 
Ruth Reed Cummings Prints………………………….$8 
Jan Debevic Prints………………………………$10- $13 
Official Marcellus Afghans: blue....…….……………$45 
Marcellus, When Wool was King, Pictorial………….$  5 
Marcellus Through the Years; Chronology, Photos…$  5 
Index to Nile Mile Country; Names and more……….$ 5 
Package of 10 note-cards picturing Marcellus……….$  5 
Shipping: $5 

Name: 
———————————————————————       
Addr.: 
——————————————————————— 
City: 
——————————————————————— 
Phone: 
——————————————————————— 
Email: 
——————————————————————— 
Qty                    Item Description            Cost Ea.       Total 
——   ————————  ———   — 
——   ————————    ——–  —— 
——   ————————    ——–  ——  
——   ————————    ——-- —— 
——   ————————    ——— — 
——   ————————   ———  — 
Make Checks Payable To:                         Total  $—— 
Marcellus Historical Society                Shipping $——             
PO Box 165                                                 Dues   $—— 
Marcellus N.Y. 13108             Total Enclosed     $——— 

 

Marcellus Historical Society 
P.O. Box 165, 18 North St. 
Marcellus, NY 13108-0165 

*****NEW Website Address:***** 

www.marcellushistoricalsociety.org 

NEXT MEETING : 
 

No Meetings for 2020 
                 

INSIDE: 
*25 Years Ago 

*Kathryn Heffernan 

*75 Years Ago 

*50 Years Ago 

 

(Your dues are paid through 
Dec.  31st of the year on the label.) 

~ GIFT SHOP & MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM~ 


