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Robert Earl Baker 1893-1975

Robert Earl Baker was born in 1893 in the house at
12 North Street, the only child of Dwight C. Baker
(1856-1941) and Julia Spinks Baker (1857-
1922). His father, a wagon maker, had built the
house and barn in 1885 and operated his business
from the barn (see picture on page 3). The house in
later years became the home of Joe and Kate Norman.

Robert’s great-great-grandfather was Ezekiel Baker
(1764-1842), a Revolutionary War Veteran, who
came to Marcellus from Pelham, Massachusetts in
about 1803. Ezekiel's brothers: James, Lewis, John
and Benjamin, also settled in Marcellus in the early
1800°s. Robert Earl was a distant cousin of Robert
M. Baker who owned the dam and mill on the cast
side of the village. Robert M. Baker (1847-1925) was
the son of Benjamin Russell Baker (c1826-1897) and
grandson of Benjamin Baker (1778-1864).

An interesting note about Dwight Baker and his

brother, Cory Baker, who died within two days of
each other in 1941: the obituary gave their great
grandfather as Lewis Baker - an error apparently
copied from a 1934 newspaper article about Bumblee
City.

While growing up in the village, Robert Earl
worked after school for Thompson's Store (later the
Corner Store) at a wage of five cents an hour. Among
his duties was delivering five gallon cans of kerosene
to customers in the village using a wheelbarrow to
transport them. He attended Marcellus High School
and later a school in Michigan. Afier attending the
Umiversity of Michigan, he was a research and plant
chermst at Allied Chemical Corporation in Solvay,
Split Rock and Buffalo. For the last thirty-three years
of his career he worked for the Aluminum Company
of America in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

In 1943, Robert married Viola Jurgenson who had
taught at the University of Wisconsin and
Pennsylvania State Teachers’ College. They had no
children and she died in 1952 and was buried in
Portage, Wisconsin. Robert died in 1975 and he and
his parents are buried at Highland Cemetery in
Marcellus.

Robert always had fond memories of Marcellus and
often came back to visit. His will revealed a
perpetual Trust Fund established in 1952.
Beneficiaries were Marcellus Free Library and the
Protestant Churches in the Village. It also provided a
scholarship fund to be given to a male student at
Marcellus Central School who was an active member
of one of the Protestant Churches and planning to
pursue a career in medicine or engineering.

Recently the Historical Society was given several
pictures of Robert, the family home, a wagon built by
his father, and Spinks family pictures by Martha
Chadwick Eggers, a descendant of the Spinks family
and distant cousin of Robert.
fSources: Nine Mile Country by Kathryn C.
Heffernan and Baker family records)

..Submitted by Peg Nolan and Hollis Abbott ~
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EVENTS SCHEDULE
The tentative schedule of evenis is as follows:

Sunday, February 12, 2006
Robert L. Hayden
“Bluegrass™

2 p.m.

Sunday, March 12, 2006
Eugene T. Harmon

“Wood Turning, the Making of Bowls™

2 p.m.

Sunday, April 9, 2006
TBA

2 p.m.

Meetings are open to anyone and are held at the
Marcellus Fire Station unless indicated otherwise.
A short business meeting will precede each program.

Historical Society Officers for 2006/2007

President: Peg Nolan .....................673-1765
E-mail: pegnolan@hotmail.com
Vice President: Bruce Widger................ 673-9142
E-mail: dibwwidger@alltel.net
Treasurer: Hollis Abbott.................673-1753
E-mail: habbott] @tweny rr.com
Secretary: Carriebeth Pottinger... ..673-3187
E-mail: ¢cb90009@aol.com
Trustees and Term End
S00G - Iolin Gt . 673-3660
E-mail: jeurtin2@twcny.rr.com
2006 Mary Tuthill..............cocoiiiineee. 673-2990
2007 Tom Leonand ...............ccoieimnes 6734273
E-mail: TomLeonard35@msn.com
2007 Doug Nightingale................cccnun.. 673-2539
E-mail: din0409@alltel.net
2008 Mary Jane Domurat .............cooeenee 673-4896
E-mail: mjdomurat@msn.com
2008 Drick Smith..........cocomericeienicnmsaniae 673-1532

E-mail: dfsmith@mycidco.com
Correspondence Secretary: Joyce Murphy..673-2528

The Marcellus Historical Society,
P.O. Box 165, Marcellus, NY 13108,
publishes this newsletter and mails it quarterly to its
members and advertisers.

Please direct comments or questions to Hollis Abbott.

From The President ...

Thirty seven of our members enjoyed the Holiday
Dinner. Thank you to Hollis Abbott, Fran Randall and
Joyce Murphy for organizing this event.

Many volunteer hours have been donated at the
museum this past year. A big Thank You to Hollis
Abbott and Leda Stopyro for their dedication and
hard work.

The family history files are being put into hanging
file folders and cross referenced with an index on the
computer. Indexes of the last three years of
Marcellus Memories have been completed and
indexing of the Marcellus Observers for names,
events, sales etc. is being worked on.

We are missing many old Marcellians if you have
any that you would like to donate.

Thanks to Judy Morton for presenting her history of
the automobile in Marcellus in the early 1900’s to the
IMUSSUI.

The museum is open Thursday afternoons from 1-4,
weather permitting. We will resume regular hours in
the spring.

Happy New Year!

Peg Nolan ~

Mr. & Mrs.
Robert M.
Baker

Out for a spin
In the
Early 1900’s

Early Automobiles in Marcellus

Judith Morton has compiled a history of
automobiles in Marcellus from 1900 to 1915. The
first section describes the models that were owned
and seen in town during that period while the second
section lists the registered owners and their cars.
Additional sections cover: businesses and regulations
needed to cope with the growing popularity of the
automobile; the influence of women on the new
industry; politics and accidents; interesting facts:
photos of early autos; and traffic control. Please visit

the museum to see this interesting and detailed work.
..Submitted by Hollis Abbott ~

In Remembrance
Dr. Leone A. Buffan - November 3, 2005
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The Marcellus Ohbserver July 7, 1894
History of the Marcellus Falls Flouring Mill
Continued. The Old Grist Mill and

Distillery and Saw Mill on the North Side.
SIXTEENTH PAPER

The firm of H. Cordenio Smith & Co. made
busmess lively at the Falls for many years. They were
constantly making improvements and giving every
evidence of prosperity. Among their latest was the
addition of an office giving additional room for office
help and for sometime Miss Lottie DeCoudres was
assistant bookkeeper. Matters were going along very
much as usual when all at once to the great surprise of
most, Tumors of failure were in the air, and on
Saturday, October 29, 1892, the mill was closed and
the failure became known. The matter is of so recent
date that we need not here recite the details. The
property was heavily encumbered by mortgage to
various parties. The history of this property since has
been somewhat of a mystery to the community. The
personal property of the firm was sold in a lump at
chattel mortgage sale and bid in in the interest of W.
H. Gallup for an even $1,000. The mill stood idle
most of the time for a few months or until February 6,
1893 when the mill and accompanying property was
sold on foreclosure and bid in by W. H. Gallup one of
the mortgagees, in whose possession it still remains.
Since which time the mill has been occupied and run
a considerable part of the time by Allen V. Smith,
who is still doing quite a business in flour and feed.
He buys his wheat mainly from the farmers and ships
flour by the car load east and furnishes flour and feed
for the local trade. Thomas Reynolds is the chief
miller.

Between the flouring mill and the pear] barley mill,
there was originally a mill site, occupied at an early
day for a grist mill, situated a little north of the
present old walls, and was one of the first mills in this
part of the country, and was built about 1810. We
have not been able to learn who built it but quite early
it was owned by Henry 5. Platt, and was afterwards
run by his son Joseph Platt and Silas Crane as a
custom mill, and was patronized for many years.

About 1820 there was attached to it, in the cellar or
basement, a distillery by Platt & Crane which did
quite a business for several years and was run a while
by Isaac Benham, and later by Arthur Machan. The
vard for hogs and cattle was across the race near
where the two tenant houses now stand.

Some amusing stories are told of some of the hogs
getting drunk at different times. Once was on Sunday

when the rectifying process was carried on in the
cellar of the old store on the side hill above the road.
By neglect the tub overflowed and the liquor mingled
in the stream that flowed down the hill, and some of
the hogs got to it and one after another got so drunk
that they couldn’t walk, and one man said they
couldn’t wink. At another time the hogs got some
cherry pomace and made similar antics, to the
amusement of the lookers on. Though some of them
rolled and tumbled about considerably, none of them,
as of old, though filled with an evil spirit, ran down
the bank into the stream and were drowned.

When the grist mill and distillery was burned in
1829 it was owned by Zerah Shepard & Platt. Mr.
Shepard was sick at the time, but was able to look out
of his sick room and see it burn. They had just been
putting in some improvements, such as an overshot
water wheel and a new masher to tun by water instead
of by hand as in the old process, and were feeling
well over their success when the fire came and bumed
everything up in a few hours. Soon afier the fire a saw
mill was built on the same site by Wiard & Sands,
about 1831 or 1832, This mill did a large business,
and logs were drawn here as far away as from the
pine woods north of Peru, the firm buying many of
the logs and hiring them drawn. The logs used to
cover a good deal of territory, and at times reached
along the road nearly up to the school house.

...Submitted by John Curtin ~

The above picture of 12 North Street shows Robert
Earl Baker in his pony cart with Kip Kennedy, his
nurse. The pony was named Rob Roy.

Museum Hours:
Thursdays from 1 to 4 pm (Weather permitting)
Or By Appointment: Bruce Widger - 673-9142
Hollis Abbott - 673-1753
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Recent Acquisitions: We wish to thank the
following peaple for donating items to the museum
collection: Bruce Widger for 1949 card table from
the Masons imprinted with local advertising; Helen
Hopkins for small Bicentennial flag, 4 spools of
darning cotton; Fred Eisenberg for 1845 Marcellus
letter; Bob Post for old eyeglasses; Kathleen Walker
for John Moir’s desk chair; Harold Chapman for
Marcellus High School pencil; Mark Friske for 1966
MCS Christmas record by the B Sharp Club; Michael
Plumpton for dry cell used in crank telephones;
Judith Morton for her book about Marcellus
automobiles and their owners in the early 1900’s, ~

From the Museum: Fluting Irons

D=

Donations: Our thanks to the following people for
cash donations:

Hazel & Donald Buschbascher; James & Laura
Duncan; Roger & Joan Field; Judy Gilchrist;
Barbara Parsons Hildreth, ~

Renewed Members: (since our last newsletter)
(Sustaining members in bold print, New members
underlined): Bill & Carol Abbott, Brian & Debi
Abbott & Family, Mark & Lynn Abbott & Family,
Margaret Aherin, Timothy Aherin, Mike Brilbeck,
Michael & Tobey Casler, William & Martha Cole &
Family, Mary Jane L. Domurat, Mary Drexler, Fred
& Pat Eisenberg, Judy Gilchrist, Nettie Gilmour,
James & Cheryl Gonzalez, Raymond P. & Christine
Heer, Helen Hopkins, Phyllis Huckle, Tyrone &
Sylvia King, Elizabeth Lathrop, James Lozott, Mary
Montague, Vincent & Mary Murphy, Doug & Jean
Nightingale, Joe & Peg Nolan, Mami Nolan, Ruth B.
Oliver, Mary Orzesek, Julia Pepperman, Robert L.
Post, Carriebeth Pottinger, Florence Pottinger,
Robert, Manuela & Caroline Reagan, Sheila
Schweitzer, Dale & Joyce Sims, Richard & Frances
Smith, Carol Stalker, Don & Jan Thornton, Dr,
Bruce & Mary Widger, Bob & Kay Wilson, David &
Linda Wilson. ~

Current membership: 413

Membership Dues
A reminder that membership dues cover January 1

through December 31. Newsletters are not sent to
members who have not renewed by the end of March.
The label on the newsletter indicates the year dues are
paid through. ~

Internet access available at the Museum
The computer at the museum can be used to access
the internet for family research, ~

Business Member Directory
Please Patronize These Businesses

APPLIANCE REPAIR

JOBS UNLIMITED
Appliance repair and more, Mike Johnson, Cvwner.
1 Maple 5t, Marcelhas 13108 ..o s 673-2747

AUTOMOTIVE

WARNER'S AUTO BODY

Beb Wamer, Owner - All major & minor vehicle maintenance &
collision work, 24-hour lowing service.

2650 Pleasant Valley Rd., PO Box 201, Marcellus 13108 ........... 673-3521

BOUTIQUE

THE DUMFP BOUTIQUE & IMAGE STUDIO

Color Season Analysis. Free Eyewear Counseling by appt.

Karen Robinson, Certified Consultant. Tue - Sun 11 am - 5 pm

www. thedumpboutique.com  E-mal: LookGoodi@thedumpboutigue. com
22 South St, Marcellus 13108...........ooovcvv e v e B T3-DUMP

BUSINESS MARKETING

NEWMARKET STRATEGIES, LLC

Business Development Services designed to increase the legacy equity
value of mid-market industrial companies. NMSGrowth.com

4433 Dublin Rd,, Marcellus 13108 (FAX 6734877 veenveee G73-3900

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

BELLOWS CONSTRUCTION SPECTIALTIES, LLC

Commercial, Indusinal, Institutional, General Construction

and Historical Renovations. Karen Yenny Bellows, Owner.

215 Wyoming St #202, Symaouse 13204 i 4 T6-4T 18

MCCLURG ASSOCIATES

"We Build Dreams™  www.meclurgassociates.com

Custom Homes, Remodeling and Home Care and Repair Services.

60 East Main 5t., Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-4987) .cconncvinen 673-2031

TOM SCHNEIDER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Custom Homes, Residential Remodeling,
2412 Amidon Dr., Marcelluzs 13108 (FAX 673-9563) ._...............673-2377

VAN DERHOOF ROOFING CO.,, INC.
Roofing, siding, trim & gutters. www._vanderhoofroofing com
145 Ainsley Dr., Syracuse 13210, 47529541

WELCH CONSTRUCTION, INC.

General Contracting - Commercial Roofing

Rigging - Steel Fabnication - Masonry. (FAX 673-3880)

PO Box 228, 4331 Slate Hill Rd., Marcellus 13108..................... 673-2076

W. F. SAUNDERS & SONS INC.
All types of sand, gravel, stone and transit & mixed concrete,
Over 100 years of service, NYS approved materials.

5126 South Omondaga Rd., Nedrow 13120 ... 4623217
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DENTAL SERVICES

EDWARD M. KANTOR, DD%

Comprechensive dental services,  ckantori@iweny . rr.com.
28Y: East Main St,, Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-2252) ............... 673-3102
MARCELLUS FAMILY AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY, P.C.
Katherine Hoberl Rao, DDS

Give yourself a beautiful smile today.

2B East Main 5t., Marcellus 13108..........ccccevvenerensecrssssersreene 07321131

FUNERAL SERVICES

BURANICH FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Visit us at our website: www.buranichfuneralhome com.

3431 W. Genesee St., Comillus 13031 ....oooeiivcenvinernrsssnnrnsenee. 4872412
NORRIS - PLIS FUNERAL HOME

James M. Plis Jr.

Pre-Need, 551 and Medicaid Planning,

33 North St Marcellus 13 10B...........cicmimmmmsnssmiasmassssa 673-2017

RYAN FUNERAL HOME

Mary REyan Carlion

Serving all faiths ~ Pre-Ammangements ~ Locally owned.

44 East Main St., Marcellus 13108.......ccovnonviminninn e 673-2345

GIFTS / CRAFTS /| CANDY

ANGEL HEART GIFTS

A fine selection of unique gifts from Pottery to Greeting Cards,
Angel Heart Gilts has the right gift, wrapped and ready to go.
Stop in and seel

16 East Main St., Marcellus 13108..........coovv oo 6739057
THE CHOCOLATE PIZZA CO.

Famous “Chocolate Pizza and Peanut Butter Wings”, Gourmet Foods,
Hand-Decorated Sugar Cookies, and Gelato (Ialian ce cream).
www.Chocolatel'izza.com

60 East Main St, Marcellus 13108...........c.ccooeciimnceninnssriinnenerens 673-4098

HARDWARE
NIGHTINGALE MILLS

4068 South Street Rd., Marcellus 13108 ... 673=2001

INSURANCE

JAMES P. REAGAN AGENCY, INC.

Personal and Business Insurance, Bonding, Group Health,
Financial Planning and Investment Services. www.Reaganlnsurance.
www. Reaganlnvesting. com (FAX 673-4866)

% East Main St., PO Box 191, Marcellus 13108 ......o.oooooccoooeee.

LEGAL SERVICES

MOSS & POPOV, ATTORNEYS AT LAW
John A. Moss, Ir. & Richard Popov (FAX 673-9247)
£ West Main 5t., PO Box 195, Marcelles 13108,

673-2094

673-2092

PETER R. HAKES, ESQ., ATTORNEY AT LAW

Gieneral Practice, Located next to Nightingale Mills
halkeslaw@hotmail.com (FAX 673-9390)

4080 South Street Rd., PO Box 41, Marcellus 13108 . 383-6970
REAGAN & DAILEY, ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Bernard [.. Reagan & Mary Reagan Dmley I:FAX 673- 3433)

18 East Main 5t., PO Box 196, Marcellus 13108 . cieee, BT3-4 804

PAPER COMPANY
THE MARTISCO PAPER CQ., INC.

P.O. Box 198, Marcellus 13108..........coormmmmmmmsermssesrmsseercne- 61 3=207 1

PET GROOMING

PRETTY PAWS PET GROOMING

Linda Wilson, Owner/Operator. Grooming by appointment only.
VisaMasterCard accepted and Gift Certificates available.

1661 Route 20 at Lec Mulroy Road, Skaneateles 13152........... B85-PAWS

PHARMACY

MAIN STREET PHARMACY

Transferring your prescriptions is easy — please call for more information.
Mon — Fri 8:30 am — 6:00 pm, Sat 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

11 East Main St., Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-4668) ... ... .. 673-2410

PLUMBING & HEATING

DRC SALES & SERVICE

David R. Card - Plumbing and Heating Service and Repur,
Water Purification Systems, Drain Cleaning,

4000 Rockwell Rd., Marcellus 1310B........ocoinmiamnnnnns 6730135

REAL ESTATE

YUHAS REAL ESTATE

Babette Yuhas, CRS, LTG, Licensed Real Estate Broker,

Certified Residential Specialist, Leadership Training Graduate.

8 Wilzon Dr., PO Box 188, Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673-2023) ..673-1028

RESTAURANTS

J & J PIZZERIA & NY DELI

Brick Oven Pizza Beyond Compare, Giant Deli Sandwiches & Subs,
Fresh Wings, Hot Sandwiches & Wraps, Pastas, Fresh Scafoods & Salads.
24 West Main St., Marcellus 13108 (FAX 673=1973).0ccccvininnne GT3-1940

MARIETTA HOUSE
Receptions - Rehearsal Dinners - Banquets - Weekend Dining
www. MariettalTouse.com  E-mail: tdonovan() l(&‘acﬂ o

2817 Marietta Rd., Manetta 13110 .. 636-8299
SUBWAY

Preserve our history while our community grows.

19 Morth 5t., Marcellus 13108 .. .. 673-8180

THE BEANERY CAFE’ AND COFFEE LOUNGE
Specialty Coffees/Teas, Light Breakfast, Healthy & Hearty Lunches,
Smoothies, Snacks, Eal-in or Take-out.

24 West Main St., Mareellus 13108 ..., BT 3-2599

RESTAURANT SUPPLIER
RESTAURANT PROFIT SYSTEMS, INC.
Distributor for Taylor Freezer of Central & Western New York,

4291 Slate Hill Rd., Marcellus 13108........ocoievcccisissiinann, OT3-1048

TENTS & PARTY RENTALS

MARCELLUS TENT & PARTY RENTAL

Graduation Party? Wedding Reception? Farmly Reunion?

MAKE YOUR MEXT EVENT SPECIAL! www. MarcellusTent.com
4634 Cranapple Dr., Marcellus 13108........cocnmmenmmmmnms: 673-1339

VETERINARY & PET SERVICES

LAKE COUNTRY VETERINARY CLINIC

Small Animal Practice - Wayne Beilman, DVM; Shawn Baskin, MVE.
Office hours by Appointment, 24 hour Emergency Service.

2527 Cherry Valley Tpke. (Rt 174 & Rt. 20) Marcellus 13108 .. 673-4858

Call Hollis Abbott at 673-1753 to include your Ad
in our Business Member Directory.
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Marcellus Historical Society
P.O. Box 165
Marcellus, NY 13108

Web Site: mhs.marcellusny.com

Next Meeting:
Sunday, February 12th at 2 p.m.

INSIDE:
* Robert Earl Baker
* Early Automobiles in Marcellus
* More on Marcellus Falls Mills
* Fluting Irons

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. Postage Paid
Marcellus, NY 13108
Permit Number 18

(The date on the label is the

Year your dues are paid through.)

Postal Customer
Local

~GIFT SHOP & MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM ~

Please use this form or a copy of it to join the society and to order our historic collectibles.

Join Our Society Today!

Name:
$5/Person ~ $9/Couple ~
$12/Family (includes children under 18) Addr:
Basic Membership = 1 yr.. ~ Sustaining = 5 yr.
(Multiply dues by 5 for sustaining membership) City: Zip:
Number Joining?  New Members?
Phone:
Available Collectibles Qty Item Description CostEa Total

Pucker Street—The first 100 years. .. ................326

Ruth Anne Reagan Prints of Marcellus. . .o 320

John Drummond “Dried Weeds” Print .. R 7.

Official Marcellus Afghans: cranberry, b!ue,green 545

Centennial History of the Town of Marcellus......... $15

Otisco Lake Map 1868 .. e 310

Marcellus, When Wool Was K_mg PIET.DI‘IIBJ .35

Marcellus Through the Years; Chronology, phcams £5 e o

Index to Nine Mile Country;, Names and more ...... 5 5

New Colored Postcards of Marcellus. .. i |

Postcards(5), 1960°s B&W, 4 l:hurches ].'.IOST. office $ 1 Make Checks Payable to: Total 3
Package of 10 note-cards picturing Marcellus........ $ 5 Marcellus Historical Society  Shipping §
Sweatshirts: Adult; M,L,XL,2XL Specify Size....... $10 PO Box 165 Dues 5
Shipping: 82 per bmk 54 other. Marcellus, NY 13108 Total Enclosed 5
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