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Parsons Hall and the Strand Theater

In 1914, Levi Parsons III (Seymour Parsons father
and grandson of the first pastor of the Marcellus
Presbyterian Church) purchased the building on Main
Street where the Strand Theatre would later be
located. Using horses and a windlass he moved the
building to what is now Platt Road where he
remodeled it and turned it into a home that is still
there today.

After clearing the site he erected a cement block
building using blocks made by his new machine. The
walls of this building were double rows of blocks
joined together by bent spikes. The building was one
hundred ten feet long and was two stories high in the
front, with a store on each side and a large basement
underneath. The upper rooms were used by the
Lodge, and the rear structure was a hall eighty feet
long and thirty six feet wide.

The hall was called Parsons Hall and was where the
community gathered for bazaars, talent shows,
dances, graduations and basketball games. Fred
Thompson went into business with Mr. Parsons
showing silent movies and Mrs. Dygert would play
the piano to accompany the films. In 1925 Al
Jolson’s “Jazz Singer” was the first successful talking
picture. At this time Mr. Parsons rented the hall to a
man from Weedsport who brought talking pictures to
Marcellus.

In 1935 Reuben Cantor rented Parsons Hall and
turned it into a real movie theatre. He created the
sloping floor by placing graduated shims on the floor
joists and then installed fixed seats. A marquee and
ticket office were constructed at the front entrance.
Mr. Cantor operated the theatre well into the 1950's
when it was no longer profitable.

The building was then rented out for storage and
use by a construction company. Recently the
Marcellus Group has purchased the property and the
old theatre will now be home to JaSpa.

Adapted from
Nine Mile Country by Katherine C. Heffernan, 1978
Submitted by Peg Nolan ~
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EVENTS SCHEDULE
The tentative schedule of events is as follows:
Sunday, September 11, 2005 2 p.m.
Bob & Janet Warner

Warner’s Auto Bodyshop
“Garage Operation in Marcellus,
Past, Present and Future™

Sunday, October 9, 2005 2 p.m.

Dr. Peter Kraai, Veterinarian
“Veterinary Medicine and Conserving Nature”

Sunday, November 13, 2005 2 p.m.

Bill Reagan
“Code and Zoning Enforcement,

Past and Present”

Meetings are open to anyone and are held at the
Mareellus Fire Station unless indicated otherwise.

A short business meeting will precede each program.

Historical Society Officers for 2005

President: Peg Nolan .....coviemieenn 673-1765
E-mail: pegnolan@hotmail.com

Vice President: Bruce Widger................ 673-9142
E-mail: drbwwidger(@alltel.net

Treasurer: Hollis Abbott................. 673-1753
E-mail: habbott] @twcny.rr.com

Secretary: Carriebeth Pottinger.....673-3187

E-mail: cb90009(@aol.com

Trustees and Term End

2005 Mary Jane Domurat ........ccoccevevnes 673-4896
E-mail: mjdomurat{@msn.com

Bl Sith: = 673-1532

2006 Jobi Carti . 673-3660
E-mail: jeurtin2@tweny.rr.com

Oy Ny Tl e 673-2990

2007 Tom Teamard & i 673-4273
E-mail: TomLeonard35@msn.com

2007 Doug Nightingale..........cccoeierenucne 673-2539

E-mail: djin0409(@dreamscape.com
Correspondence Secretary: Joyce Murphy..673-2528

The Marcellus Historical Society,
P.O. Box 165, Marcellus, NY 13108,
publishes this newsletter and mails it quarterly to its
members and advertisers.

From The President ...

Projects are progressing well at the museum. Every
artifact has been numbered and indexed and will now
be put in the computer by Hollis. Leda Stopyro and
Joy Buffan have put hundreds of genealogy pages
into mylar sheets to preserve them. We are now
beginning to organize the myriad of pictures we have
collected by numbering each one and separating into
albums which will be indexed for faster retrieval.

The village center work is nearing completion as |
write. All businesses are now handicap accessible
and the new look is a nice addition to our village.

We have had a large number of guests at the
museum this season. People enjoy our collection of
artifacts and records. Our research area provides all
kinds of information for the large number of
genealogy requests that we receive.

The Marcellus Observers from 1879-2004 have
been put on CDs which we can view on the
computer. This saves handling of the papers and gives
us easy access for reading and copying material from
them. The papers have been indexed for marriages,
births and deaths and this winter I will work on
indexing more material. A copy of these CDs have
been given to the Marcellus Library and to the
Onondaga Historical Association.

A special thanks to Hollis Abbott, Leda Stopyro,
Joy Buffan and Pat Sanborn for volunteering many
hours at the museum with me.

If you can identify the location and/or men in the
photo below, please let us know.

Peg Nolan ~

Museum Hours:

Tuesday Evenings from 7 to 9 pm.
Thursday Afternoons from 1 io 4 pm.
Sundays 1 to 3 pm until September 30th.
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The Round Hen House

Don Morford of “Blue Spruce Farms” made history
when he built the only round hen house in New York
State. He engineered and built the hen house with the
help of his father-in-law James Cooper, Roy
Thompson, James Harris, Otto Howard, Jacob
Schaad, Rev. John J. Baker, Joseph Atwater, Thomas
Sullivan, Ray Ward, Charles Barton and Francis
Murphy.

In his first attempt he started building from the
outside inward securing it with cable but in 1955
Hurricane Hazel’s strong winds took the building
down. He started again and this time began building
from the inside outward. All of the wood used in the
building came from his family’s land in Central
Square. After several months work over two
thousand New Hampshire Reds were housed on the
first and second floors.

Not yet completed the building needed windows,
which Don would make himself using the thermal
principle. He also had to lay the third floor and install
two elevators: one a man lift and the other a service
elevator for lifting feed, etc. to the top two floors.

The feeders for the chickens being placed in a circle
made it easier to feed the chickens without disturbing
them. The chickens leamned to follow the sun’s rays
from window to window throughout the day for food.

Don came from Central Square and married Betty
(Pauline) Cooper in 1941. He established Blue
Spruce Farms on Howlett Hill Road about 1945/46
and remained in business for over twenty-five years.
Don and Betty raised their family and retired in the
late 1960°s. In the early 1970’s, they moved to
Colorado.

Submitted by Peg Nolan ~

The Marcellus Observer June 30, 1894
BRIEF SKETCHES OF EARLY AND
LATER TIMES IN MARCELLUS
History of Marcellus Falls Mills Continued. The
first Saw Mill, the Grist and Flouring Mill on the

Same Site,
FIFTEENTH PAPER

What is now called Marcellus Falls was for many
years called Union Falls. The first settlement there
was commenced in the fall of 1806 and the Herring
paper mill described in our last article was one of the
first business enterprises and the following year about
1808 a saw mill was built on the site of the present
flouring mill. Tt was rather a crude mill but answered
a good purpose for a few years to meet the wants of
that early day. We have not learned who built it but
at one time it was owned by Dr. Bildad Beach and
then by Henry S. Platt.

In 1824 the first grist mill was built on this site by
Silas Crane and Joseph Platt. There are a few living
about here vet among them are Thomas Rhodes and
Henry Steele, who remember when boys of being at
the raising. The raising of such a building in those
days was a great occasion. The timber of this mill
was of rock elm large and heavy and men were
invited for miles around to attend and lend a helping
hand. They cheerfully responded expecting a jolly
time and this occasion was no exception. John
Reynolds was the boss carpenter and millright,
though another man of experience and of heavier
voice was procured to give directions in raising the
building. When the timbers were all in place the
customary ceremony of giving it a name, took place.
A man stood on the north plate with bottle in hand,
and cried out: *This is a good frame

And deserves a good name
And what shall I call it?”

Some one on the ground responded “The Pride of
Algiers,” (Algiers being a nick name for the place at
the time) and away went the bottle as a seal to the
name. There is a story handed down that Col. Erastus
Laurence stood on his head on the ridge pole at this
time, but the story requires a good deal of credulity to
believe that any one would be so reckless. There is
another story more probable, which says that Crane
and Platt each had farms, and that they sent their men
early to milk the cows and that they brought the milk
down to the mill, and as whiskey was handy and
plenty, they made it into milk punch for a crowd, and
as a consequence a very jolly time followed.

(to be continued) Submitted by John Curtin ~
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John Moir’s Desk

Recent Acquisitions: We wish to thank the

following people for donating items to the museum
collection: Judy Gilchrist for grain sickle belonging
to her great grandfather, Mortimer Jackson; Nancy
Stopyro for 2 8x10 picture frames; John E.
Drummond for Painting of dried flowers; Gretchen
Rusk, Mark, Robert & William Siersma for MCS
class of 1911 picture, MCS class of 1941 picture,
First National Bank interior picture, Upper Crown
Mill interior picture, Japanese music sheet, Historical
Sketch of First Church Marcellus, large canvas bag
from Mills Seed House, money bag from First
National Bank, Emma Weeks Spaulding’s piano
music book, two 1953 Post Standards, newspaper
articles; Gene Rowland for hat & shoe stretcher,
Lower Mill picture by John Ward; Helen Hopkins
for Bradley Street map original layout, gas ration
coupons; Joy, Kay & Ed Buffan for bobble head,
Mustang pin, Mustang memorabilia, greens glasses,
Cliff Buffan’s band letter; Eileen Kennedy for
Martin Jewell’s painting of Marietta Post Office;
Alice Snow for 1905 YWCA Cookbook; Jack Rice
for J.M. Murphy top calendar with thermometer;
Matt Shoff for Mulroy Dairy milk crate; Phyliss
Gamon for scissor sharpener from Betty Long’s Gift
Shop: Allan Gamon for pick-axe head; Julia
Pepperman for Guernsey Drugstore bottles - 1
glycerin & 1 sweet oil; Mary McGreal for 1896
Onondaga County classified business directory;
Cathleen Waters Walker for desk belonging to John
Moir (see above picture); Judy Schneider for
Hickman & Son coin holder, Snyder Appliance
Center emery boards; Ingrid & Gene Seymour for
color postcard of West Hill School; Joy Buffan for
Cliff Buffan’s Legion bowling shirt; Bill Reagan for
2nd grade Alphabet Book from Mrs. Fox’s class, ~

Donations: Our thanks to the following peaple for
cash donations:

Dave Cummings; Judy Gilchrist; George Giles;
Mary Tuthill; Rev. Saunda E. Thomas. ~

Renewed Members: (since our last newslelter)
(Sustaining members in bold print, New members
underlined): Joel Bellows, Peter & Ethel Cole,
Edward & Marilyn Copley, Pat & Mary Dailey &
Family, William H. & June Frawley, Judy Gilchrist,
Nettie Gilmour, Russell & Joyce Glover & Family,
James & Cheryl Gonzalez, Gene Hares & Family,
Matthew Shoff, Russell & Dorothy Snell, Patricia
Sposato, Russell & Nancy Striffler, Saunda E.
Thomas, Mary S. Woods, ~

Member Summary:

Current members: 400
Sustaining members: 119
Business members: 30
Reminder:

The Museum is air conditioned and the stair chair
is always available - so come and visit!

Business Member Directory

Please Patronize These Businesses

APPLIANCE REPAIR
JOBS UNLIMITED
Appliance repair and more, Mike Johnson, Owner.

1 Maple St., Marcellus ..o o 673-2747

AUTOMOTIVE

WARNER'S AUTO BODY

Bob Warner, Owner - All major & minor vehicle maintenance &
collision work, 24-hour towing service.

2650 Pleasant Valley Rd., PO Box 201, Marcellus .......cooveece..e.. 673-3521

BOTIQUE

THE DUMP BOTIQUE & IMAGE STUDIO

Color Scason Analysis. Free Eyewear Counseling by appt.

Karen Robinson, Certified Consultant. Tue - Sun 11 am - 5 pm
www.thedumpbotique.com E-mail: the dump@thedumpboutique.com
22 South St., Marcellus............cconninninnnnnenansnsessn 8 73-DUMP

BUSINESS MARKETING

NEWMARKET STRATEGIES, LLC

Business Development Services demgned to increase the legacy equity
value of mid-market industrial companies. NMSGrowth.com

4433 Dublin Rd., MarcellUs .......ceoeeesmecrsseesrerrissssssssssssnnsassessiass 673-3900

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

MCCLURG ASSOCIATES

"We Build Dreams™  www.mecclurgassociates.com

Custom Homes, Remodeling and Home Care and Repair Services.

60 East Main 5t., Marcellus (FAX 673-4987)...ccccnvcrecrevrvsennn. 673-2051
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TOM SCHNEIDER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Custom Homes, Residential Remodeling.
2412 Amidon D, Marcellus (FAX 673-9563) .......ooonmmamninanns 673-2377

VAN DERHOOF ROOFING CO., INC.

Roofing, siding, tnm & gutters. www. \-'a.ndcrhool'rool'mg com
145 Ainsley Dr., Syracuse 13210 .. .. 4759541
WELCH CONSTRUCTION, INC,

CGeneral Contracting - Commercial Roofing

Rigging - Steel Fabrication - Masonry.

PO Box 228, 4331 Slate Hill Rd., Marcellus (FAX 673-3880).... 673-2076

W. F. SAUNDERS & SONS INC.

All types of sand, gravel, stone and transit & mixed concrete,

Ower 100 years of service, NYS approved materials.

5126 South Onondaga Rd., Nedrow 13120 ...........cccocorverevvnenen 469-3217

DENTAL SERVICES

EDWARD M. KANTOR, DDS

Comprehensive dental services, Ekﬂmcn""twmj' IT. GO,
2%% East Main St Marcellus (FAX 673-2252) ...

... 673-3102

MARCELLUS FAMILY AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY, P.C.
Katherine Hobert Rao, DDS

Give yourselfa beautiful smile today.

2% East Main St, MAncellug...........cooiivrsimimnasnosecseosensosss i ssnnans 673-1131

FUNERAL SERVICES

BURANICH FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Visit us at our website: www.BuranichFuneral Home.com.

5431 W, Genesee S, Camillug 13031 ......o.oovveevcnceerenenissnins 487-2412

NORRIS FUNERAL HOME

James M. Plis Jr.

Pre-Need, 551 and Medicaid P‘Ianmng

33 North 5t., Marcellus.., ... 673-2017
RYAN FUNERAL HOME

Mary Ryan Carlton

Serving all faiths ~ Pre-Armangements ~ Locally owned.

44 East Main St, Maroellus...........cccoemnernsmninmmnssssssseses 673-2345

GIFTS / CRAFTS /| CANDY
ANGEL HEARTS GIFTS

A fine selection of unique gifis from Pottery to Greeting Cards,
Angel Heart Gifts has the nght gift, wrapped and ready to go.
Stop in and see!

16 East Main St., Marcellus ..o

... 6739457

THE CHOCOLATE PIZZA CO.

Famous “Chocolate Pizza and Peanut Butter Wings”, Gourmet Foods,
Gelato (Italian ice cream), a variety of Chocolates and other Candy.

www. TheChocolatePizea_ com

60 East Main St Mareellus. ...........ciiimiiiiieeccrernrensineees 673-4098

HARDWARE
NIGHTINGALE MILLS
4068 South Street Rd,, Mareallus .............cooovimmmmmmmmmmrereriis

INSURANCE

JAMES P. REAGAN AGENCY, INC.
Personal and Business Insurance,
Bonding, Group Health, Financial Planning and Investment Services.
www. Reaganlnsurance.com  www Reaganlnvesting com

8 East Main 5t., PO Box 191, Marcellus (FAX 673-4860).........

673-2001

673-2094

LEGAL SERVICES
REAGAN & DAILEY, ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Bemard L. Reagan & Mary Reagan Dailey

18 East Main St., PO Box 196, Marcellus (FAX 673-3438) ........673-4864

PAPER COMPANY
THE MARTISCO PAPER CO., INC.
P Box 198, METOEIS ............ooooorimieinisssmsostsbesis basassssamsamansns 673-2071

PHARMACY

MAIN STREET PHARMACY

Trensferring your prescriptions is easy — please call for more information.
Mon = Fri 8:30 am — 6:00 pm, Sat 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

11 East Main St., Marcellus (FAX 6734668 ................ccovven ... 6T3-24 10

PLUMBING & HEATING

DRC SALES & SERVICE

David R. Card - Plumbing and Heating Service and Repair,
Water Purification Systems, Drain (.tnamng

4000 Rockwell Rd., Marcellus... et

.. 673-0135

REAL ESTATE

YUHAS REAL ESTATE

Babette Yuhas, CRS, LTG, Licensed Real Estate Broker,

Certified Residential Specialist, Leadership Tramning Graduate.

8 Wilson Dr., PO Box 188, Marcellus (FAX 673-2023) .............. 673-1028

RESTAURANTS

J & JPIZZERIA & NY DELI

Brick Oven Pizza Beyond Compare, Giant Deli Sandwiches & Subs,
Fresh Wings, Hot Sandwiches & Wraps, Pastas, Fresh Seafoods & Salads.
24 West Main St., Marcellus (FAX 673-1975). oo cvvesveesencenennes B73=1940

MARIETTA HOUSE

Receptions - Rehearsal Dinners - Banquets - Weekend Dining

www. MariettaHouse.com  E-mail: tdonovan(] @aol.com

2817 Marictta Rd., Marietta 13110........cnmimmmmnmirinmmsmsne: 636-8299

SUBWAY
Preserve our history while our community grows.
19 Norih St., Marcellus .........coocoimimiissiisnssmssrmassmsssnsrenssssssnasees 673-B180

THE BEANERY CAFE' AND COFFEE LOUNGE

24 West Main 5t., Marcellus. .. .. 673-2599

RESTAURANT SUPPLIER

RESTAURANT PROFIT SYSTEMS, INC.

Distributor for Taylor Freezer of Central & Western New York.

4297 Slate Hill Rd, Maresllus . ... 673-1048

TENTS & PARTY RENTALS

MARCELLUS TENT & PARTY RENTAL

Graduation Party? Wedding Reception? Family Reunion?

MAKE YOUR NEXT EVENT SPECIAL! www.Marcellus Tent.com
4634 Cranapple Dr., MArcellus.........owarmeeseeeeececee s sssssnsnasnssees 673-3339

YETERINARY ' & PET SERVICES

LAKE COUNTRY VETERINARY CLINIC

Small Animal Practice - Wayne Beilman, DVM; Shawn Baskin, MVE.
Office hours by Appointment, 24 hour Emergency Service.

2527 Cherry Valley Tpke. (cor. Rt 174 & Rt. 20) Marcellus ... 6T3-4858

Call Hollis Abbott at 673-1753 to include your Ad
in our Business Member Directory.
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Marcellus Historical Society E“g'?ﬂﬁt Dr%ap{iizatinn
. S. Postage Pai
;’-{0- B*ﬁx 1613‘{ i Marcellus, NY 13108
arcelius, Permit Number 18

Web Site: mhs.marcellusny.com

Next Meeting:
Sunday, September 11th at 2 p.m.

Postal Customer
Local

(The date on the label is the
INSIDE: Year your dues are paid through.)
* Parsons Hall & the Strand Theater
* Don Morford’s Round Hen House
* More about Marcellus Falls Mills
* Identify a picture for us

~ GIFT SHOP & MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM ~
Please use this form or a copy of it to join the society and to order our historic collectibles.
Join Our Society Today! Name:
$5/Person ~ $9/Couple ~ _
$12/Family (includes children under 18) Addr:
Basic Membership = 1 yr.. ~ Sustaining = 5 yr. it i
(Multiply dues by 5 for sustaining membership) oy i
Number Joining?  New Members? Pl
Available Collectibles O Faemi
Pucker Street—The first 100 years.....................526 3 o
Ruth Anne Reagan Prints of Marcellus...._...........$20 S el oo Fow k" o
Official Marcellus Afghans; cranberry,blue,green  $45
Centennial History of the Town of Marcellus......... §15 S e
Otisco Lake Map 1868 .. - L1
Marcellus, When Wool W&s ng, Ptctnnal o N
Marcellus Through the Years; Chronology, phmns 55
Index to Nine Mile Country; Namcs and more ....... £5 S
New Colored Postcards of Marcellus. .. w51
Posteards(5), 1960°s B&W, 4 churches post oFﬁce $1
Package of 10 note-cards picturing Marcellus........ 5 3 E
T-Shirts: Child, $6; Adult, $7 (2X, $9) Specify ‘Slzel it i ﬂ‘;j{:a‘;';;'m :{t‘l‘i‘:]'ﬁ“g 2
Sweatshirts: Adult: SM,L, $11 (2X, $13) Specify Size PO Box 165 S §
Hats, $7; Tote Bags, $8 Shipping: 32 per book, $4 other Marcellus, NY 13108 Total Enclosed g
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