
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STORIES FROM THE MUSEUM  
Among the artifacts in the museum is a life preserver 
from the Fontney, which ran on Otisco Lake.  The 
owners of the M. & O. L. Railway formed the 
Otisco Lake Navigation Co. and christened the 
Fontney on May 8, 1907.  This was a sixty-five foot 
boat that could carry one hundred and thirty 
passengers.  Among the captains of the boat were 
John and Harold nightingale and the helmsman was 
George Morgan.  The M. & O. L. train would bring 
passengers to the Lake where they would then 
embark on the Fontney to different points of interest 
for picnicking and visiting friends.  The company also 
offered daytime and moonlight cruises.  The Fontney 
ceased operation in the Fall of 1913. ~   
 
BITS AND PIECES OF 
MARCELLUS HISTORY 
Editor’s Note:   Taken from Heffernan, Kathryn C. Nine 
Mile Country. Published by Visual Artis Publications, 
Inc. 1978. pp. 180-182. Copyright by the Board of 
Trustees, Marcellus Free Library, Marcellus, NY 

MARCELLUS FALLS 

"The largest and most active of the early hamlets in 
the Town of Marcellus was Marcellus Falls, which 
grew up around the mills located where the power 
from Nine Mile Creek was most valuable. By 1835, 
it boasted about fifteen dwellings in addition to 
numerous mills, stores, and a tavern. The mill sites 
frequently changed hands as some ventures failed, 
new businesses opened, and those destroyed by fire 
were sometimes rebuilt by new owners. A post 
office was established sometime in the 1830's. The 
two-story wooden school on Glover Road, now an 
apartment house, was built sometime around 1850. 
The second story was at first used for prayer 
meetings." ~ 

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS 
The following people have renewed their 
membership or joined for the first time since our last 
newsletter:  Harold Brinkerhoff,  Frank & Helen 
Kennedy,  William Hayes & June Frawley & 
Barbara Hildreth. ~ 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
AT NEXT MEETING 
The slate of nominated officers for the November 
election are:  President, Peg Nolan;  Vice President, 
Bruce Widger;  Secretary, Joyce Murphy;  
Treasurer, Hollis Abbott;  Trustees, John Curtin & 
Sidney Tuthill. ~ 
 
RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
WWII uniforms, nurse’s cape, canteen, service mask 
and leggings used by Margaret F. Kenny, given by 
Naomi Kenny Sioux.  1944 Marcellus Observer, 
letters written by William Nightingale in 1940 and 
newspaper article on Nightingale Mills Fire given by 
Mrs. John (Joan) Nightingale, Jr.  Adult Boy Scout 
jacket, scout belt with Camillus made jack-knife and 
Boy Scout patches used and given by Paul Morgan.  
 
HOLIDAY DINNER DEC. 10 
We will be holding a Holiday Dinner at the Marcellus 
Fire Station on Slate Hill Road on Sunday, December 
10th at 1:00 p.m. 
 The dinner will be catered by Brian’s Creekside 
Inn.  The menu will consist of oven-roast chicken, 
ham steak, toss salad, fruit salad, potatoes, zita and 
Italian bread.  
 The cost is $9 per person and must be paid in 
advance either at the November meeting or by 
sending a check to the society by November 25th at:   
PO Box 165, Marcellus, NY 13108. ~ 
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WITH OUR APOLOGIES... 
The following business members were inadvertently left 
out of the last addition of our newsletter: 
 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
ANGELO SPADOTTO CONSTRUCTION, INC.,  
4331 Slate Hill Rd., Marcellus.  General contracting since 1955.  
Specializing in commercial roofing, masonry & steel work.673-2028 
 
W. F. SAUNDERS & SONS, 4995 Limeledge Rd., Marcellus.  
Producer of Concrete, Sand & Gravel. 
Over 100 years of service. ............................................... 673-2028 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
BURANICH FUNERAL HOME, INC., 5431 W. Genesee St., 
Camillus.  Visit our website: <www.buranichfuneralhome.com> 
Phone .............................................................................. 487-2412 
 

HEALTH 
GERALDINE G. BERRIOS, C.S.W. 1/2 Orange St., Marcellus.  
Individual and Family Therapist - Counseling Services...... 673-9617 
 

TENTS & PARTY RENTALS 
MARCELLUS TENT & PARTY RENTAL, 
4634 Cranapple Dr., Marcellus.  Rental & installation.  Service for 
party tents, tables, chairs and catering supplies. ................ 673-3339 
 

GROCERIES 
NOJAIM BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
27 East Main Street, Marcellus.  
FAX, 673-9084 ............................................................... 673-3041 
 

BEAUTY / FITNESS 
SHEAR DELIGHT BEAUTY SALON, 19 South St., Marc.  
Unisex Salon, walk-ins welcome.  Janet King, Sandy Wilcox673-4922 
 

BUSINESS MARKETING 
STRATEGIC BUSINESS INTERNATIONAL CORP., 
PO Box 248, Marcellus.  Global market intelligence 
for manufacturing companies.  
Thomas W. Sopchak........................................................ 673-3900 
 

GIFTS / CRAFTS 
THE DUMP BOUTIQUE, 22 South Street, Marcellus.  
Famous chocolate pizza, chocolate covered potato chips 
made right in Marcellus.  Phone. ...................................... 673-3867 
 

RECREATION 
THE LINKS AT SUNSET  RIDGE, 
2814 W. Seneca Tpk., Marcellus.  
Phone .............................................................................. 673-2255 
 

HOME, GARDEN & LANDSCAPING 
TREE LANDERS TREE SERVICE, PO Box 447, Syracuse, 
NY.  Tree Service, tree trimming & removal, stump  grinding.  
Fully Insured.................................................................... 484-0276 

RESTAURANTS 
VALLEY INN, 2574 US Route 20, Marcellus.  
Phone .............................................................................. 673-9045 

THIS -N- THAT’S 
• Our gift shop sales during the Alumni weekend 

were $900.  
• Thank you to Hollis Abbott, Joyce Murphy, Fran 

Randall, Judy Morton and Peg Nolan for 
volunteer time at the museum.  They have over 
one hundred and fifty books indexed and covered 
in mylar. 

• Our Marcellus in 1874 painting and other items 
have been added to the gift shop/order form on 
page 4 of this newsletter. 

 
 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 
The tentative schedule of meetings, 
 speakers and events is as follows: 

 
 Sunday, November 12........................................ 2 p.m. 

Louis Budell of Marcellus will speak 
on minerals and crystals. 

 
 Sunday, December 3 ........................10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Museum open house featuring boy scout 
map of village.  The Gift Shop will also be open. 

 
 Sunday, December 10........................................ 1 p.m. 

Holiday Dinner, see article. 
 

 Sunday, January 13........................................... 7 p.m. 
Unavailable at press time. 

 

Meetings are open to anyone and are held at the 
Marcellus Fire Station unless indicated otherwise. 

 

Historical Society Officers 
 President: Peg Nolan......................673-1765 
 Vice President: Bruce Widger...............673-9142.......  
 Treasurer: Hollis Abbott................673-1753 
 Secretary: Joyce Murphy..............673-2528 
 Cor. Secretary: Kathleen Reagan..........673-3365 
 

Trustees and Term End 
 Sidney Tuthill,  673-2990.................... 2000 
 John Curtin,  673-3660........................ 2000 
 Michael Plumpton,  673-3453 ............ 2001 
 Tom Reagan,  673-3365 ...................... 2001 
 Mary Jane Domurat,  673-4896.......... 2002 
 Dick Smith,  673-1532.......................... 2002 
 

The Marcellus Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 165, Marcellus, NY 13108, 

publishes this newsletter and mails it quarterly  
to its members and advertisers.  

 

 



 

Business Member Directory 
Please patronize these businesses. 

 

ANTIQUES  
WHITE & WHITE ANTIQUES & INTERIORS, 
18 E. Genesee St., Skaneateles, NY 13152. 
Stephen and Beverly White.............................................. 685-7733 
 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 
JOBS UNLIMITED, 1 Maple Street, Marcellus.  
Appliance repair and more.  Mike Johnson, owner ........... 673-2747 
 

AUTOMOTIVE 
WARNER’S AUTO BODY, 2650 Pleasant Valley Road, Marcellus.   
24-hour towing.  Bob Warner, Owner............................... 673-3521 
 

BEAUTY / FITNESS 
SHEAR DELIGHT BEAUTY SALON, 19 South Street, Marcellus.  
Unisex Salon, walk-ins welcome. 
Janet King, Sandy Wilcox ................................................ 673-4922 
 

BOOK BINDING 
MEYER BOOKBINDING CO., 26 Osborne St., Auburn, NY 13021 
We moved!  Bigger & Better!  Come visit us.  
New bindings up to 1,000 books, and yes we still do restorations.  
Phone .............................................................................. 258-3930 
 

BUSINESS MARKETING 
STRATEGIC BUSINESS INTERNATIONAL CORP., 
PO Box 248, Marcellus.  Global market intelligence for 
manufacturing companies.  Thomas W. Sopchak ............. 673-3900 
 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES  
W. F. SAUNDERS & SONS, 4995 Limeledge Rd., Marcellus.  
Producer of Concrete, Sand & Gravel. 
Over 100 years of service. ............................................... 673-2028 
 

W. F. SAUNDERS & SONS, P.O. Box A, Nedrow, NY 13120 
Over 100 years of service.  All types of sand, gravel, stone and 
transit & mixed concrete.  NYS approved materials ......... 469-3217 
 

ANGELO SPADOTTO CONSTRUCTION, INC.,  
4331 Slate Hill Rd., Marcellus.  General contracting since 1955. 
Specializing in commercial roofing, masonry & steel work. 
FAX...673-3880, Phone ........................................ (315) 673-2076 
 

MCCLURG ASSOCIATES  
Custom Homes, Remodeling and Home Care and Repair Services 
60 East Main Street, Marcellus......................................... 673-2051 
 

DENTAL SERVICES  
EDWARD M. KANTOR, DDS, 281/2 East Main Street, Marcellus.  
Comprehensive dental services.  Hours by appointment. 
FAX...673-2252 .............................................................. 673-3102 
 

FIRE, SMOKE & WATER CLEANUP 
LOSS RECOVERY SYSTEMS, INC., 
Cleanup after any type of insured property loss.  
Estimates prepared and work performed by staff personnel. 
CEO, Leonard J. Paradise.  Member  MFD ............................ 451-9111 
 

FLORIST 
IVY & LACE,  1 North St., Marcellus.  Teleflora Service.  Lovely  
floral & gift items, patio & European gardens, fresh & silk flowers,  
balloons, fruit & gourmet baskets. ...673-4923  &  1-800-914-4595 

FUNERAL SERVICES  
BURANICH FUNERAL HOME, INC., 5431 W. Genesee St., 
Camillus.  Visit us at our website:  www.buranichfuneralhome.com 
Phone.............................................................................. 487-2412 
 

NORRIS FUNERAL HOME, INC., 33 North Street, Marcellus.  
Completely remodeled, handicapped accessible, casket selection 
room on premises.  Over 100 years of service to the families 
of Marcellus..................................................................... 673-2017 
 

RYAN FUNERAL HOME,  44 East Main Street, Marcellus.  
Serving all faiths ~ Pre-Arrangements ~ Family owned.... 673-2345 
 

GIFTS / CRAFTS 
ANGEL HEARTS GIFTS, 16 East Main Street, Marcellus.  
Unique fine gifts for weddings, showers & birthdays.  
Large assortment of greeting cards................................... 673-9457 
 

THE DUMP BOUTIQUE,  22 South Street, Marcellus.  
Famous chocolate pizza, chocolate covered potato chips made  
right in Marcellus.  Phone................................................ 673-3867 
 

GROCERIES  
NOJAIM BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
27 East Main Street, Marcellus.  FAX, 673-9084............. 673-3041 
 

HEALTH 
GERALDINE G. BERRIOS, C.S.W. 1/2 Orange St., Marcellus.  
Individual and Family Therapist - Counseling Services. .... 673-9617 
 

HOME, GARDEN & LANDSCAPING 
TREE LANDERS TREE SERVICE,  PO Box 447, Syracuse, NY. 
Tree Service, tree trimming & removal, stump  grinding,  
Fully Insured.................................................................... 484-0276 
 

INSURANCE 
REAGAN AGENCY, INC., 8-12  Main Street, Marcellus.  
Complete line of Personal and Business Insurance.  
Bonding & Financial Planning.  Hours M-F 9-5. 
FAX, 673-4866, .............................................................. 673-2094 
 

LEGAL SERVICES 
REAGAN & DAILEY, Attorney at Law, 18 East Main Street, 
P.O. Box 196, Marcellus.  General legal services.  
Bernard L. Reagan - Mary Reagan Dailey......................... 673-4864 
 

RECREATION 
THE LINKS AT SUNSET  RIDGE,  
2814 W. Seneca Tpk., Marcellus.  
Phone.............................................................................. 673-2255 
 

RESTAURANTS 
VALLEY INN, 2574 US Route 20, Marcellus.  Phone ..... 673-9045 
 

TENTS & PARTY RENTALS  
MARCELLUS TENT & PARTY RENTAL, 4634 Cranapple Dr., 
Marcellus.  Rental & installation.  Service for party tents, tables,  
chairs and catering supplies. ............................................. 673-3339 
 

VETERINARY & PET SERVICES  
LAKE COUNTRY VETERINARY CLINIC, 2527 Cherry Valley 
Tpk., Marcellus.  Servicing your large and small animals.  
Wayne Beilman, DVM & Kerrianne Otto, DVM.............. 673-4858 
 

MARCELLUS VETERINARY HOSPITAL,  4240 Slate Hill Rd., 
Marcellus.  Complete small animal services.  24-hour client 
emergency service.  Drs. Steve Bruck & Peter Kraai ........ 673-2025



 

~ GIFT SHOP & MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM ~ 
Please use this form or a copy of it to join the society and to order our historic collectibles. 

 

                         Join Our Society Today! Name: 
     $5 / Person ~ $4 / Senior ~ $12 / Family ~ $25 Patron Addr: 
 Basic Membership = 1 yr. ~ Sustaining Membership = 5 yrs. City:     Zip: 
           (Multiply dues by 5 for sustaining membership.) Phone: 
      Number Joining?            New Members?          
 

                              Available Collectibles              Order Form 
 Official Marcellus Afghans; green, cranberry, blue .......$45 Quantity Item Description   Cost Ea. Total  
 Images of America, Otisco Lake Community...................$17          
 Pictorial History of Early Marcellus ..................................$ 5          
 Marcellus, When Wool Was King, Pictorial ...................$ 5          
 Marcellus Through the Years; Chronology, photos......$ 5          
 Index to Nine Mile Country; Names and more ................$ 5          
 Marcellus Bicentennial Mugs............................................$ 4          
 Postcards, (5) 1960’s B&W, 4 churches, post office......$ 1          
            
              1874 Marcellus Painting (New in 2000)           
 Matted:  8x10, $10; 11x14, $22; 16x20, $50; 18x24, $75           
 Framed: 8x10, $20; 11x14, $35; 16x20, $60; 18x24, $95           
 T-Shirts: Child, $8; Adult, $9 (2X, $11) Specify Size           
 Sweatshirts: Adult; S, M, L, $16 (2X, $18) Specify Size  Make Checks Payable To: Total   $  
 Hats, $10; Mugs, $8; Mouse Pads, $7; Tote Bags, $9  Marcellus Historical Society Shipping $   
      (Prices include sales tax.  Shipping Add:  $2 per book, PO Box 165 Dues   $   
   $2 per mug, $6 per afghan, $10 per painting, $6 other.) Marcellus, NY 13108 Total Enclosed $   

 
Marcellus Historical Society 
P.O. Box 165 
Marcellus NY 13108 
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