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MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE A GREAT
SUCCESS!

The first open house in several years at the
Marcellus Historical Society’s existing museum
was a great success with approximately 300
visitors touring the museum on Saturday October
5th. Many of those attending reported that they
had never before seen the museum, and were
impressed with the size and scope of the
collection. Senator DeFrancisco and Congressman
Walsh were among those who attended.

The entire museum had been rearranged and
cleaned, and much of it re-labeled, over the
summer. Visitors entered in a steady stream from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., many staying for over an
hour, studying each of the 1,500 artifacts and
hundreds of photographs from days gone by in

arcellus.

“...total membership to 350.”

Museum displays included iterns from the
early 1800’s, such as a detailed pencil sketch of the
village drawn in 1840 by Margaret F. Parsons at
the age of 17, one of the first set of post office
boxes used in town, and a carriage used by Dr.
Israel Parsons. One of the more current displays
honored Marcellus veterans killed in recent
conflicts, including Patrick Kelly Connor, killed
while serving in operation Desert Storm.

Historical society members were on hand at the
museum to answer the many questions asked by
visitors. The artifacts brought back many
memories for some of those touring the museum,
including Congressman Walsh, who said that he
spent his earlier days dating Marcellus girls. The
Congressman grew up in Marietta.

Twenty five more people joined the Marcellus
Historical Society during the open house, bringing
the total membership to 350. This makes the
Marcellus Historical Society the largest of any

swri in Central New York. This will be very
Jvantageous as the society pursues a new
museum.

An historic walking tour of the village was held
along with the open house. The tour was self-

guided and included open houses at each of the
four historic village churches. Volunteers at the
churches read a history of each church to the
visitors every half hour. Jim Reagan was one of the
volunteers at the Catholic Church, and he gave a
tremendous presentation from his memories of
attending the church all of his life. The walking
tour guides are still available through the society,
and will be available at the town and village halls.
The museum is not open regular hours, but can be
visited by appointment. Anyone who wishes to
visit the museum can arrange to do so by calling
historical society President Bill Reagan at 463-4160.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS TO BE HELD
AT NOVEMBER MEETING

The Marcellus Historical Society election of officers
will be held at the Sunday, November 3rd meeting.
The meeting is at the Marcellus fire house at 2:00
p.m. The following people have been nominated
for the positions listed.

President: Bill Reagan
Vice President:  Sidney Tuthill

Treasurer: Dick Smith

Secretary: Joyce Murphy

Trustee: John Curtin thru 1997

Trustee: Don Kilcoyne thru 1999

Trustee: Bruce Widger thru 1999
RECENT ACQUISITIONS

We wish to thank the following people for donating
historic items to be added fo our museum collection.

Florence Pottinger for donating scrapbooks and
historic clothing. Joyce Siersma for a World War 11
book. George and Doris Hagget for donating
scrapbooks. Bob Piekiel for copying and donating
photographs of the M.&O.L. Railway. Cathy
Mulroy for donating a crate used at Master
Brothers Hardware and books. Dorothy Bartlett
for donating medical books used by Dr. Lowell
and Dr. Walsh. More acquisitions are listed on
page eight of this newspaper.




NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT — si reagan

Beginning with this issue, our MARCELLUS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS will be produced by
Doug Whitman who operates DW Desktop
Publishing in Marcellus. Doug has generously
volunteered to produce the ‘"MHS NEWS” as a
public service for the community. He has
voluntarily produced the newsletter of the Centers
for Nature Education at Baltimore Woods -- The
Overlook - for the past 10 years. Thanks, Doug!

I would like to thank everyone who helped
make our museum open house a great success. A
special thank you to Peg Nolan and Mike
Flumpton, both of whom helped me arrange and
set up the museum all summer. Thanks also to
Hollis Abbott, Tom Leonard, Tom Reagan and Dan
& Susan Reagan for their help with the final
museum ‘clean and polish’ the week before the
open house.

I would also like to thank Congressman James
Walsh and Senator John DeFrancisco for taking
time out of their busy schedules to stop by the
museum open house and offer their support for
our ongeing projects.

While I'm at it, I can’t say enough about all of
the support and help I have received from Village
Mayor Fred Eisenberg, Trustee John Curtin and
Town Supervisor Frank Wilson. Their interest in,
and support of the Marcellus Historical Society is
greatly appreciated. It is so important to have the
support of the local government when it comes to
preserving the history of a town. We are very
fortunate to have elected officials who truly care
about preserving the history of Marcellus.

I, along with our elected officials, am working
on different options for a museum site. Those of
you who atteneded cur open house were able to
see what a tremendous collection we have. What
you may not have known however is that we have
many more artifacts in our collection which were
not on display because of a lack of space. We have
dozens of additional historic clothing pieces which
are in boxes, and hundreds more historic
Marcellus photographs than were shown at the
open house. If we had the needed amount of wall
space and display cases, we could properly
display all of these treasures for everyone to see
and appreciate. Many items have been donated to
the museum this year, and I am confident that
many more historic Marcellus artifacts will
continue to be donated, all the more reason we
need additional space.

At the open house [ heard from quite a few
people that a number of Marcellus residents could
not attend because of the lack of handicapped
accessibility. This is something which greatly

concerns me, and another strong reason why we
need to find a new location. I will keep everyone
informed about progress on the quest for a new
museum as significant events unfold, and at the
proper time to release such information. In the
meantime, [ want to thank everyone who has
joined the society this year. By doing so, you have
shown your support for our new museum project.

Thank you! = g{{

A Tribute to Edward Moir ‘
1846 - 1932

Edward Moir was born in Galashiels, _
Tillicoultry, Scotland, on October 16, 1846. Ten !
vears later he came with his parents to Canada, |
where he was educated in Galt, Ontario. Before
coming to Marcellus, he had received experience
in the woolen industry in Galt and Waterloo,
Ontario, and also in Sherbrooke, Quebec. He
had purchased and enlarged the Auburn Mills
in Peterboro, Ontario, and had operated woolen
mills at Cornwall. Moir became a recognized
authority on the processing of wool and
manufacturing of woolens, as well as on tariff
legislation. Shortly after coming to Marcellus,
Moir gained ownership of the Crown Mills.

Under Moeir’s direction the Crown Mill's
operations flourished. Meanwhile he recruited
skilled workers from his native Scotland as well |
as many of the children of Irish immigrants from
the great Irish migration. Moir constructed
many homes for his employees on East Maple,

Scotch Hill, Limerick and Orchard Streets,
changing the face of the Marcellus village. He
also gave donations to all four of the village
churches and during the depression he kept his
workers employed at his own expense. &

THE INDEX FOR “NINE MILE
COUNTRY” 1S NOW AVAILABLE

An index of people, businesses and photo-
graphs in Kathryn C. Heffernan’s Nine Mile
Country, a history of Marcellus first published in
1978, is now available. The index, which includes
the names of 1,300 people mentioned in Nine Mile
Country and what pages they can be found on, was
compiled by society President Bill Reagan, and
printed as a joint project by the Marcellus
Historical Society and the Marcellus Free Library.
The index is available through either organization
at a cost of $5.00. =




HISTORICALLY SPEAKING... zov 0'Neat

Rutherford Hayes succeeded Ulyses Grant as

.5 party’s nominee and by some fancy political
maneuvers became the nation’s Chief Executive.
Three years later, 1879, Henry W. Post M.D.
Physician and Surgeon practicing opposite the
Methodist Church in Marcellus was admitted to
the Onondaga Medical Society. Since we can’t
interview Dr. Post about practice in his day, let us
look at some causes of death to see how different
medicine was then compared with how we look at
it today. For example: Anthony O'Brien died of
apoplectic shock and William Lothridge died of
Typhoid pneumonia. I have been told that these
terms are similar to ones doctors use today. For me
the terms seem picturesque.

Going from national politics, to membership in
a medical society, to reasons for death, I turn next
to honoring the dead. Mrs. Esther Sherman
Northrup was an interesting example. Dwight
Scovil, the Presbyterian pastor, wrote a memorial
worthy of a celebrity.

The following week Mr. Scovil exchanged his
pulpit with R.A. Bachman. The same week the
Presbyterian bell tower was declared unsafe and
the bell could not be rung.

In the Methodist society T.R. Green had

ceived a valuable horse from friends in
Marcellus Falls. After attending a conference in
Liverpool, N.Y. he would be serving the Marcellus
congregation. Let us not forget that A.W. Emmons
was laboring for temperance in Central New York.

Local Catholics spent an additional forty hours
in devotions and their Episcopal brethren elected
wardens and junior wardens and rehearsed for a
public “entertainment.”

A Syracuse cleric Dr. Fuller had a bible
disappear. Messrs. White and Matheson, dealers
in tin ware, recovered his bible.

The connection between Marcellus and
Syracuse was provided by Express Wagon on
Thursday by J.H. Powell. You could leave goods
with Michael Shehan or Bernard Powell. The
¢:racuse headquarters for the Express Wagon was
t:.= Kingsley House.

When our Observer stated that in Thorn Hill
sugar making goes slow, I doubt it meant sugar
beets. It is true (if you accept the authority of an
Encyclopedia Britannica with an 1893 copyright)
that in 1872 Europe produced 1,025,000 tons of
sugar and 250,000 tons of molasses from beets.

In the twentieth century, sugar beets were

iltivated in Central New York. But our traditional
sugar from (Acer saccharum) or sugar maple is
most likely for 1879. Remember it takes 50 quarts

of sap to produce 1 quart of syrup. Even more
dehydration to go from syrup to solid sugar. The
question is why did it go slow?

One answer might be in the last issue of the
newsletter where I mentioned that the nights that
spring were rather warm. A friend with maple
trees said you need warm days and cool nights for
a good sugar crop.

We covered a variety of items. If you have any
ideas for me to tackle, write me at the Marcellus
Historical Society. =

Test Your Knowledge of
Marcellus History

A) The first paper mill in New York State
opened in Marcellus in 1806, 1826, or 158467

B) The mill which now operates as the Martisco
Paper Company opened in 1852, 1852, or 19227

C) The first train ran through . 8
Markisco Station in 1818, | =
1838, or 18587 L=

D) The Marcellus Library was first organized in
1593, 1913, or 15237

E) Jack Priest purchased the Marcellus Chevrolet
franchise in 1938, 1948, or 19587

F) Dorchester and Armstrong opened their Corner
Store in 1921, 1931, or 19417
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A HOLIDAY DINNER’S COMING —
RESERVE YOUR PLACE

The Marcellus Historical Society's
holiday dinner party is on track for
Sunday, December 1, at 1:30 p.m. A
A { traditional dinner featuring turkey

O or ham with all of the trimmings
will be catered by Kirby Bartholomew at the
Marcellus fire house on Slate Hill Rd. The dinner
includes an appetizer, coffee and dessert, all for
$10.50 per person, including the tip. A presentation
on the history of the Marcellus Fire Department
will be given after the dinner. Reservations are
required by November 16th. Call Tom & Kathy
Feagan at 673-3365. m

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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JoHN YUHAS, JR.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

22 EAST MaIH STREET

(315) 6732053 MaAaRCELLLE, MY 13108

RYAN
FUNERAL
HOME

Caring * Courteous * Confidential

44 East Main Street
Marecellus, NY 13108
{(315) 673-2345

Koch Construction
General Contractor

4547 Beef Street @ Syracuge, N.Y. 13215
673-3422 673-4911
Days Mites
Bob Kpchanek,
Complete Remodeling Service

New Homes - Additions - Kitchens
Baths - Roofing - Siding
Eeplacement Windows

Joseph V. Ryan Mary Ryvan Carlton ; ! ANt
A R et Thed Te Dt Excellent Workmanship brk Guaranteed
Motary
Maker ol Bogus®
lor Economical
: Packaging and
:‘: Product Protecton

.

Edward M. Kantor, D.D.S.

Comprehensive Dental Services

28 East Main Street
Marcellus, NY 13108

Phone: 673-3102
Fax: 673.2252

T

The Martisco Paper Co., Inc.
4T4T Rt. 174, P.O. Box 158
Marcellus, M.Y. 13108-0158

100% Recycled Paper

AGMES W. MEIERS
Wica-President

(315) 673-2071
Fax; (3115) 6734963

Marcellus

HEthHltatIUﬂ

-AcupreﬁSure

Hﬂmeapathy

Dr. Bernard Straile
Doctor of Chirppractic
19 Scuth St., Bradley Square, Village of Marcellus, NY 13108
Tel: (315) 6734021 Fax: 673-3162

Debevic Homestead

2527 West Seneca Tumpike, Marcellus

A umique combanation of a guest house, art gallery,
country crestions and vintage goods,
Open May through December
weekends 12 - 5, and lots of by chance times.

For information call 673-9447
Frank and Jan Debevic proprietors.

Reagan Agency
Insurance & Financial Services

Feceive additional
discounts when we write
both your auto & home
insurance. Other discounts
available. Call usl

We Give You
Discounts!

Aufo ¢+ Fome » Buslness » Bonding » Life » Financlal Seroices

F Main 51, Marcellus (3151 G73-2003 1 {800 7772004

e
ASSOCIATES

Scott F. McClurg
President

{315} 673-2051
FAX (315) 673-4587




THANK YOU!

The Marcellus Historical Society would like to

“~ank each of the businesses that support our

ganization by advertising in this newspaper, the
Marcellus Post Office for their assistance and hard
work, Michael Plumpton for his efforts in
obtaining advertisers, and the Marcellus village
and town hall employees for their support,
encouragement and help, which is always granted
with a smile. We would also like to thank everyone
who loaned us items to be displayed at our recent
open house, including Mrs. Muriel Haines, Dick
Case, Marsha & William Connor, Sarah Welsh,
Joyce Poteuck and Hugh Norris. And, last but not
least, Helen MacDonald of the Marcellus Observer
for her continued interest and support. Hope we
didn’t forget anyone! =

WISH LIST

These items will assist the historical society in
its on-going projects and preservation efforts. If
you can help us obtain any of these items, new
or used, please call Bill Reagan at 463-4160.

Photocopy Machine

Book Cases

Light Stand (for copying photographs)

Glass Display Cases

Cedar Closet or Chest {for clothing storage)
Slide & Negative Film

Antique Picture Frames (8" X 10" & smaller)

HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S NEWEST
MEMBER COMING SOON!

Marcellus Historical Society President Bill
Reagan and his wife Joanne announce ;
that they are expecting their first child. Joanne's
due date is May 28th. Bill and Joanne were married
on September 15, 1990. Joanne (Costello) is a
Fayetteville native. They are both excited and
pleased. =

ELSIE MCDONALD REMEMBERED

Marcellus Historical Society member Elsie
McDonald passed away September 20, 1996.
Elsie was a member for many years and a
good friend. She will be missed. =

MEETING SCHEDULE

The tentative speaker and presentation schedule for
our upcoming meetings is as follows:

Movernber 3Ed....ouemssssmimsssssisivns 2200 PRI
Jane Tracy, Onondaga Town Historian. The
Onondaga County Poor House. At the Marcellus
Fire House, Slate Hill REoad.

December st s TP
Annual Holiday Dinner. Featuring the
Histary of the Marcellus Fire Department. At
the Marcellus Fire House, Slate Hill Foad.
Reservations required by November 16th. Cost
$10.50 per person. Advance payment is
required. Call 673-3365.

Janary SER s e i 2:00 p.m.
Nancy Shelley, town of Otisco Historian.
Presentation relating to Otisco. Location TBA.

February 2nd.............. 2:00 p.m.
Jack Priest of Marcellus on
— Priest Chevrolet and Marcellus

v Memories. Location to be
announced.

March 2nd .., 2:00 p.m.
Bill Reagan with a Past and Present slide show
on Marcellus landmarks and views. Location
to be announced.

April Bth e, 2:00 pom
Helen Ionta, Skaneateles Historian on her
Memaories of Growing Up In Marcellus. Location
to be announced.

Marcellus Historical Society

Officers
President: Bill Reagan ..o 463-4160
Vice Pres: Sidney Tuthill ......... 673-2950
Treasurern: Richard Semith ......... 673-1532
Secretary: Joyce Murphy ... 673-2518
Secretary: Doris Hagget ... 673-3367

Trustees & Term End

Don Kilcoyne ..ovveiennreee. (1996)
Bruce Widger ... (1996)
Peg Molan e, {1997
Bob Megus .. (1997)
Tom Reagan e (1998)
Mike Plumpton ...oveeeeees (15598)

The Marcellus Historical Society, EO. Box 185, Marcellus, N.Y.
13108 publishes and mails this newsletter bimonthly to the
homes of everyone in Postal Zip Code 13105, to its advertisers
and to all members elsewhere. Bill Reagan, Editor. 315/463-4160
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BD BLAKESLEE
Sheer Delight Antiques

We Specialize In Bradley Square
The Finest Family Home Entertainment 19 Southi Street
37 South Street, Marcellus, NY 13108 Marcellus, NY 13108
Phone: 673-3520 56734922 Bev & Dave Blakeslee
Brian's PLANK ROAD FIREPLACE

Dining Room Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. 11 a.m.-midnight

Sunday 1-10 p.m.

67-69 North St., Marcellus

673-3430

CREEKSIDE INN
A Local Family Restaurant

& STOVE SHOP

We Sell and Install Pellet, Wood and Gas Stoves

Top Quality Brands
Lopi, Frreplace Xtrordmair, Hearthstone, Dovre

8319 Route 11, Cicero, NY &99-9600
81 North, 31 West, one block south on Route 11.

{315) 673-2005

HILLSIDE GARDENS, INC.
Landscaping - Nursery - Garden Center

PATRICK J. KOLOSKI
Crwenier,President

2768 WEST SENECA TPEE.
MARCELLUS, NY 13108

Oifice hours
by Appainirmesnt

24 hour Emergency
Service

Lake Country Veterinary Clinic
Servicing your large and small animals
Wayne Ballman, DVM
Pater M. Kraal, DVM

2527 Chermy Valley Tumpike
{comers of AL 174 and AL 20)
Marceflus, K.Y, 13108

Friends of the Marcellus Historical Society

(315) 6734858

]ames Mevyer

The Book Binder

Commercial/Private Binding & Restoration

26 East Genesee Road
Auburn, NY 13021

Telephone & FAX: 315-258-3930

ADVANCED CHIMNEY SERVICES

Frafestlona), Chaling Senvioe Throughowr Cenmal Mew Hork 5ince 18D

Bill Reagan

Craer m Teekacior

(315) 4374225

Chimney Lining For All Types OFf Fuels
Insurance Estimates and Reports 8 Chimney Inspections
Gas, Pelles, Wood & Coal Stoves & Chimneys Installed
Chimney Caps & Fireplace Glass Doors & Gas Logs
All Types of Repalrs 8 We are Fully Insured,

Member of the Matlanal Flee Procection Association

Clintonville Antiques

We Buy and Sell Antiques
& Collectibles

Honest, Courteous Dealings

Tim and Colleen Van Camp
. Phone: 315-673-9230

NOJAIM

SUPERMARKETS

COR. GIFFORD 5T.

AMD WEST 5T. ARTEAIAL L v
SYAACUSE, N.¥, 13204 (315] 673, 3041
1315} 475-3441 FAK: 6735064

FAX: 4761508
RICHARD MOJAIM
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Ann Maris Clark = Donns Incauds

1w )
Monday - Friday 10a.m.-6p.m. « Saturday - 10a.m.-4p.m.

NORRIS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Lester C. Norris (1909-1982)
Hugh L. Norris

“Over 100 Years of Service
673-2017
33 North Street m Marcellus, New York

10% OFF SNOWBLOWER TUNEUP
UNTIL NOVEMBER 15, 1996

Marcellus Ace Hardware
15 Miorth Street

Mproelus NY 13108

Phone: [315) 6T3-2121

Richard Krenzer
Owner

NCE

Best Step Floors, Inc.

Sales & Service
315/673-2081

60 East Main Street
Marcellus, New York 13108

Carpet - Ceramic - Woaod Flaaring
Plastic Laminate Flooring - Armstrang Vinyl Floors

8.7
( Boutigue and Image Studio

Color Season Analysis for Women and Men
Free Eyeglass Frame Counseéing By Appt

KAREN ROBINSON - Certified Consulant

Being this card in and recewve ong free
lipabck, mascara or eyeliner [in 8back]) with
any 510 cosmalic or $ken Care purchase,

(315) 673-DUMP

Tuesday-Sunday 11am - 5pm
22 South Strest
tdarcellus, New Yark 13108

NIGHTINGALE MILLS JzuzValue.

South Street Road, Marcellus
(1 mile from main street)

673-2001

Friends of the Marcellus Historical Society

FLOWERS & GIFTS «

1 NORTH ST. - MARCELLUS, NY 13108
PHONE (315) 673-4923

ANITA WILLIAMS

BABETTE YUHAS, CRS, LTG
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Certified Hesidential Specialist

t‘l Leadership Training Graduate

u ag Business (315) 673-2022

REAL ESTATE Fax (315) 673-2023

PO.BOX 1B8. 22 EAST MAIN ST.

MARCELLUS, NY 13108

15% OFF

COLOR FILM
DEVELOPMENT

Photo & Camera Inc.

3605 W. Genesee St
facross from Fairmount Fai o it on rolls
488 ?229 e Sandard or Jumbo Size
| New Earlier Hours for Your With Coupon Only
Convenlence Nat valid with any athar offer

| Mon.-Fri. 8-6 = Sat. 9:30-5

|
l
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L _ _Friends of the Mercellus Historical Society ___|
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|
|
I
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|
|
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raphjr:Dé;"IglI Léj;nut « Pre-press |
Lecture Photography - Advertising

m 673-4091 roo=

POSTCARDE @ WUALNESS CaRDE & COUTONA s AIGHE &

m AWNOLUHCEHENTA & INYITATIONA & BLURRLIDER =

CERTIFICATES & LETTRRIEADS

m AASTTTRART & WA & R N E R

Place Your Ad Next Issue!

... Join The Historical Society ...

Support Your New Historical Museum Project
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~ Museum Open House a Success

Tribute to Edward Molr
Recent Museum Acquisitions
Meeting Schedule

Much More!

MORE RECENT ACQUISITIONS

We wish to thank the following people for donating historic items to be added to our museum collection.
Patricia Knapp and Carl Burgess for donating a mid-1800's cabinet-making machine from Marcellus Falls.
Alice T. Mahan for photographs. Jean Stone Hughes for submitting her family history. Leona Wilcox for donating
horse stirrups which belonged to Laura Nightingale and an embroidery done at the Rose Hill Boarding House.

Bob Waters for donating mint condition Onondaga Centennial books and Doug Whitman for submitting 2 photo
and information on the history of his home on First Street. More will be listed in our next paper. =
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Make Check Payable To:
Clip Form and Mail To:

{Number of children

Marcellus Historical Society

Mr Richard Smith, Treasurer
3 Meadow Street
harcellus, NY 13108
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The Old Crown Mill '
Sarah Welsh

The old mill stands forsaken and forlom
Where once a noble edifice held sway,
A silent token of a happy past,
A memory of a longed-for bygone day.

Here was the last lifshlood of the town

Where men might come to eamn their daily bread,
Now nothing but an empty shell remains,

All vestiges of labour’s toil have fled.

Here, stealthily; crept progress on the scene,
The old, perforce, must give way to the new,

It left men thinking of what might have been
And pondering what was left for them to do.




